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A History Of Modern Africa 1800 To The Present
This collection of essays reflects the increasing importance for social scientists of
ethnic criteria for classifying modern population groups. The essays discuss
emergent nationalism, ethnic divisiveness, social distance, voluntary association,
and the role of women in Africa south of the Sahara.
This edited volume addresses the root causes of Africa's persistent poverty
through an investigation of its longue durée history. It interrogates the African
past through disease and demography, institutions and governance, African
economies and the impact of the export slave trade, colonialism, Africa in the
world economy, and culture's influence on accumulation and investment. Several
of the chapters take a comparative perspective, placing Africa's developments
aside other global patterns. The readership for this book spans from the informed
lay reader with an interest in Africa, academics and undergraduate and graduate
students, policy makers, and those in the development world.
The story of a century of conflict and change—from the Second Boer War to the
anti-apartheid movement and the many battles in between. Twentieth-century
South Africa saw continuous, often rapid, and fundamental socioeconomic and
political change. The century started with a brief but total war. Less than ten
years later, Britain brought the conquered Boer republics and the Cape and Natal
colonies together into the Union of South Africa. The Union Defence Force, later
the SADF, was deployed during most of the major wars of the century, as well as
a number of internal and regional struggles: the two world wars, Korea, uprising
and rebellion on the part of Afrikaner and black nationalists, and industrial unrest.
The century ended as it started, with another war. This was a flash point of the
Cold War, which embraced more than just the subcontinent and lasted a long
thirty years. The outcome included the final withdrawal of foreign troops from
southern Africa, the withdrawal of South African forces from Angola and Namibia,
and the transfer of political power away from a white elite to a broad-based
democracy. This book is the first study of the South African armed forces as an
institution and of the complex roles that these forces played in the wars,
rebellions, uprisings, and protests of the period. It deals in the first instance with
the evolution of South African defense policy, the development of the armed
forces, and the people who served in and commanded them. It also places the
narrative within the broader national past, to produce a fascinating study of a
century in which South Africa was uniquely embroiled in three total wars.
A History of Modern Africa1800 to the PresentJohn Wiley & Sons
Describes major events in African history, from ancient times through the
twentieth-century, discussing each event's historical significance, social and
geographical context, and its long-term impact.
Recent events in South Africa have taken on renewed interest for historians and
general readers alike. In this third edition of The Making of Modern South Africa,
Nigel Worden provides a comprehensive and up-to-date introduction to the key
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themes and debates central to an understanding of the region. The book
examines the major issues in South Africa's history, from the colonial conquests
of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, through the establishment of racism,
segregation and apartheid; the spirit of reform, resistance and repression of the
1980s and up to the present day. In this new edition, Worden brings events up to
the second democratic election of 1999, and incorporates new material published
since 1990. With the break up of institutional apartheid, perspectives on recent
South African history have undergone a significant shift. Nigel Worden examines
these changes and assesses developments within the new South Africa in a wide
historical context, providing a sharp, analytical overview for all those interested in
modern South African history and politics.
An accessible interpretative history of West Central Africa from earliest times to
1852 with comprehensive and in-depth coverage of the region.
Development in Modern Africa: Past and Present Perspectives contributes to our
understanding of Africa’s experiences with the development process. It does so
by adopting a historical and contemporary analysis of this experience. The book
is set within the context of critiques on development in Africa that have yielded
two general categories of analysis: skepticism and pessimism. While not
overlooking the shortcomings of development, the themes in the book express an
optimistic view of Africa’s development experiences, highlighting elements that
can be tapped into to enhance the condition of African populations and their
states. By using case studies from precolonial, colonial, and postcolonial Africa,
contributors to the volume demonstrate that human instincts to improve material,
social and spiritual words are universal. They are not limited to the Western
world, which the term and process of development are typically associated with.
Before and after contact with the West, Africans have actively created institutions
and values that they have actively employed to improve individual and
community lives. This innovative spirit has motivated Africans to integrate or
experiment with new values and structures, challenges, and solutions to human
welfare that resulted from contact with colonialism and the postcolonial global
community. The book will be of interest to academics in the fields of history,
African studies, and regional studies.
This collection of essays on pre-colonial sub-Saharan African military history is drawn from a
number of academic journals and includes some which are considered milestones in African
historiographical discourse, as well as others which, while lesser known, provide remarkable
insight into the unique nature of African military history. Selections were made so as to
produce an introduction to the understudied field of pre-colonial African military history that will
be useful to specialists and non-specialists alike. The volume also contains an introduction
which presents one of the first significant reviews of pre-colonial African military historiography
ever attempted.
This history by celebrated Africanist David Birmingham begins in 1820 with the Portuguese
attempt to create a third, African, empire after the virtual loss of Asia and America. In the
nineteenth century the most valuable resource extracted from Angola was agricultural labor,
first as privately owned slaves and later as conscript workers. The colony was managed by a
few marine officers, by several hundred white political convicts, and by a couple of thousand
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black Angolans who had adopted Portuguese language and culture. The hub was the harbor
city of Luanda which grew in the twentieth century to be a dynamic metropolis of several million
people. The export of labor was gradually replaced when an agrarian revolution enabled white
Portuguese immigrants to drive black Angolan laborers to produce sugar cane, cotton, maize
and above all coffee. During the twentieth century Congo copper supplemented this wealth, by
gem-quality diamonds, and by offshore oil. Although much of the countryside retained its dollara-day peasant economy, new wealth generated conflict which pitted white against black, north
against south, coast against highland, American allies against Russian allies. The generation
of warfare finally ended in 2002 when national reconstruction could begin on Portuguese
colonial foundations.
Africa is forever on our TV screens, but the bad-news stories (famine, genocide, corruption)
massively outweigh the good (South Africa). Ever since the process of decolonialisation began
in the mid-1950s, and arguably before, the continent has appeared to be stuck in a process of
irreversible decline. Constant war, improper use of natural resources and misappropriation of
revenues and aid monies contribute to an impression of a continent beyond hope. How did we
get here? What, if anything, is to be done? Weaving together the key stories and characters of
the last fifty years into a stunningly compelling and coherent narrative, Martin Meredith has
produced the definitive history of how European ideas of how to organise 10,000 different
ethnic groups has led to what Tony Blair described as the 'scar on the conscience of the world'.
Authoritative, provocative and consistently fascinating, this is a major book on one of the most
important issues facing the West today.
The nineteenth century in Africa was a time of revolution and tumultuous change in virtually all
spheres. Violent dry spells, the staggered abolition of the slave trade, mass migrations and an
influx of new settlers characterized the century. Regional trade links grew stronger and spread
further. The century also saw the beginnings of the ruthless and bloody quest for foreign
dominion.
The second edition of A History of Sub-Saharan Africa continues to provide an accessible
introduction to the continent's history for students and general readers. The authors employ a
thematic approach to their subject, focusing on how the environment has shaped the societies
and cultures of the African peoples. The text demonstrates how the geography, climate, and
geology of Africa influenced the rise of states and empires, the emergence of the trans-Atlantic
slave trade, the European conquest, and the creation of independent African nations. Yet the
book maintains a focus on the peoples whose creative energies built unique communities and
traditions within the challenging context of the Africa landmass. In the process of
reconstructing this continent's rich history, the authors analyze the contentious scholarly
debates that have emerged out of this field. The book is illustrated with photographs, maps,
and sidebars that feature the salient points on either side of the debates.
A collection of primary source documents on sub-Saharan Africa during the colonial period.
Basil Davidson's famous book -- now updated in a welcome Third Edition -- reviews the social
and political history of Africa in the twentieth century. It takes the reader from the colonial era
through the liberation movements to independence and beyond. It faces squarely the
disappointments and breakdowns that have dulled the early successes of the post-colonial era;
yet, for all the sorrows and uncertainties of Africa today, Basil Davidson shows how much has
been achieved since decolonization, and the mood of his new final chapter is hopeful and
buoyant.
Now fully revised and updated, this classic text offers an illustrated and critical narrative
introduction to the history of Africa from earliest times to the present. Beginning with the
evolution of mankind itself, the book traces the history of Africa through the millennia of the
ancient world to the centuries of medieval and modern Africa. The clear and simple language
and the wealth of carefully chosen maps and photos combine to make an essential and
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accessible text.
“For anyone who wants to understand how the African economy really works, The Bright
Continent is a good place to start” (Reuters). Dayo Olopade knew from personal experience
that Western news reports on conflict, disease, and poverty obscure the true story of modern
Africa. And so she crossed sub-Saharan Africa to document how ordinary people deal with
their daily challenges. She found what cable news ignores: a continent of ambitious reformers
and young social entrepreneurs driven by kanju—creativity born of African difficulty. It’s a trait
found in pioneers like Kenneth Nnebue, who turned cheap VHS tapes into the multimilliondollar film industry Nollywood. Or Ushahidi, a technology collective that crowdsources citizen
activism and disaster relief. A shining counterpoint to conventional wisdom, The Bright
Continent rewrites Africa’s challenges as opportunities to innovate, and celebrates a history of
doing more with less as a powerful model for the rest of the world. “[An] upbeat study of
development in Africa . . . The book is written more in wonder at African ingenuity than in anger
at foreign incomprehension.” —The New Yorker “A hopeful narrative about a continent on the
rise.” —The New York Times Book Review
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional study of Christianity has been loved and
widely hailed for its intensive research, writing, and magnitude—“a tour de force, one of the
most ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever attempted and perhaps the most
radical” (New York Review of Books). In a highly readable companion to books on faith and
history, the scholar and author Johnson has illuminated the Christian world and its fascinating
history in a way that no other has. Johnson takes off in the year AD 49 with his namesake the
apostle Paul. Thus beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the founding of a
little-known ‘Jesus Sect’, A History of Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of
the Western world. With an unbiased and overall optimistic tone, Johnson traces the fantastic
scope of the consequent sects of Christianity and the people who followed them. Information
drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the world makes this history as credible
as it is reliable. Invaluable understanding of the framework of modern Christianity—and its trials
and tribulations throughout history—has never before been contained in such a captivating
work.
Covering the major problems in the field, this text offers the full spectrum of emotionally
charged theories, presenting conflicting arguments that illustrate the ongoing debates on what
are controversial issues, such as the origins of African history & Africa's contributions to a nonWestern world history.
'Poetry, always foremost of the arts in traditional Africa, has continued to compete for primacy
against the newer forms of prose fiction and theatre drama.' This wonderfully comprehensive
anthology of African poetry has been expanded to include ninety-nine poets from twenty-seven
countries, thirty-one of whom appear for the first time. Equally wide-ranging is the content of
the poetry itself: war songs and political protests jostle with poems about human love, African
nature and the surprises that life offers; all are represented in these rich and colourful pages.
The study of intellectual history in Africa is in its infancy. We know very little about what
Africa’s thinkers made of their times. Recasting the Past brings one field of intellectual
endeavor into view. The book takes its place alongside a small but growing literature that
highlights how, in autobiographies, historical writing, fiction, and other literary genres, African
writers intervened creatively in their political world. The past has already been worked over by
the African interpreters that the present volume brings into view. African brokers—pastors,
journalists, kingmakers, religious dissidents, politicians, entrepreneurs all—have been doing
research, conducting interviews, reading archives, and presenting their results to critical
audiences. Their scholarly work makes it impossible to think of African history as an inert entity
awaiting the attention of professional historians. Professionals take their place in a broader
field of interpretation, where Africans are already reifying, editing, and representing the past.
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The essays collected in Recasting the Past study the warp and weft of Africa’s homespun
historical work. Contributors trace the strands of discourse from which historical entrepreneurs
drew, highlighting the sources of inspiration and reference that enlivened their work. By
illuminating the conventions of the past, Africa’s history writers set their contemporary
constituents on a path toward a particular future. History writing was a means by which
entrepreneurs conjured up constituencies, claimed legitimate authority, and mobilized people
around a cause. By illuminating the spheres of debate in which Africa’s own scholars
participated, Recasting the Past repositions the practice of modern history.
The Oxford Handbook of Modern African History represents an invaluable tool for historians
and others in the field of African studies. This collection of essays, produced by some of the
finest scholars currently working in the field, provides the latest insights into, and
interpretations of, the history of Africa - a continent with a rich and complex past. An
understanding of this past is essential to gain perspective on Africa's current challenges, and
this accessible and comprehensive volume will allow readers to explore various aspects political, economic, social, and cultural - of the continent's history over the last two hundred
years. Since African history first emerged as a serious academic endeavour in the 1950s and
1960s, it has undergone numerous shifts in terms of emphasis and approach, changes brought
about by political and economic exigencies and by ideological debates. This multi-faceted
Handbook is essential reading for anyone with an interest in those debates, and in Africa and
its peoples. While the focus is determinedly historical, anthropology, geography, literary
criticism, political science and sociology are all employed in this ground-breaking study of
Africa's past.
Extrait de la couverture : "Over the last twenty years, gender has become a major research
focus in Africa studies, resulting in a surge of rich material. Yet men have rarely been the
subject of gender research in Africa, and africanist scholars have yet to fully address how
shifting meanings of gender have affected African men or how the understandings and
practices of masculinity have been contested and transformed during the colonial and
postcolonial eras. This collection is the firt to analyze the concepts and issues involved in
exploring African men and the constructions of masculinity in sub-Saharan Africa. An
introduction establishes the major themes of the anthology : -men as gendered actors -the
social construction of masculinity -masculinity as a relational category hegemonic and
subordinate masculinities This book challenges stereotypes of African men as savages,
patriarchs, or emasculated colonial victims. Essays establish the centrality of gender to the
social and political transformation of the 20th-centrury Africa. Chronologically and regionally
diverse, the collection moves from the early colonial period through the era of independence
and inclludes local studies throughtout the continent, as well as the work of both junior and
senior scholars. Anyone interested in scholarship on gender and Africa will find this collection
invaluable and thought provoking."
Africa is the only continent where poverty levels have risen in recent decades, and many of its
countries suffer from humanitarian crises, political unrest, or both. Knowledge of Africas
complex, often troubled past is crucial to understanding its current problems. The Making of
Modern Africa outlines the continents rich and diverse history, from its imposing ancient
empires, to the crippling effects of European colonialism, to the dictators and fledgling
democracies of the modern era. The book will provide an invaluable overview for students.

For many Americans the mention of Africa immediately conjures up images of safaris,
ferocious animals, strangely dressed "tribesmen," and impenetrable jungles. Although
the occasional newspaper headline mentions authoritarian rule, corruption, genocide,
devastating illnesses, or civil war in Africa, the collective American consciousness still
carries strong mental images of Africa that are reflected in advertising, movies,
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amusement parks, cartoons, and many other corners of society. Few think to question
these perceptions or how they came to be so deeply lodged in American minds.
Mistaking Africa looks at the historical evolution of this mind-set and examines the role
that popular media plays in its creation. The authors address the most prevalent myths
and preconceptions and demonstrate how these prevent a true understanding of the
enormously diverse peoples and cultures of Africa.Updated throughout, the fourth
edition covers the entire continent (North and sub-Saharan Africa) and provides new
analysis of topics such as social media and the Internet, the Ebola crisis, celebrity aid,
and the Arab Spring. Mistaking Africa is an important book for African studies courses
and for anyone interested in unravelling American misperceptions about the continent.
The end of the Second World War signalled the rapid end of the European African
empires. In 1945, only four African countries were independent; by 1963, thirty African
states created the Organization of African Unity. Despite formidable problems, the
1960s were a time of optimism as Africans enjoyed their new independence, witnessed
increases in prosperity and prepared to tackle their political and economic problems in
their own way. By the 1990s, however, the high hopes of the 1960s had been dashed.
Dictatorship by strongmen, corruption, civil wars and genocide, widespread poverty and
the interventions and manipulations of the major powers had all relegated Africa to the
position of an aid 'basket case', with some of the world's poorest and least-developed
nations. By exploring developments over the last fifteen years, including the impact of
China, new IT technology and the Arab Spring, the rise of Nigeria as Africa's leading
country and the recent refugee crisis, Guy Arnold brings his landmark history of modern
Africa up to date and provides a fresh and insightful perspective on this troubled and
misunderstood continent.
This fourth edition of this best-selling core history textbook offers a richly illustrated,
single volume, narrative introduction to African history, from a hugely respected
authority in the field. The market-leading range of illustrated material from prior editions
is now further improved, featuring not only additional and redrawn maps and a
refreshed selection of photographs, but the addition of full colour to make these even
more instructive, evocative and attractive. Already hugely popular on introductory
African History courses, the book has been widely praised for its engaging and
readable style, and is unrivalled in scope, both geographically and chronologically while many competitors limit themselves to certain regions or eras, Shillington
chronicles the entire continent, from prehistory right up to the present day. For this new
edition, both content and layout have been thoroughly refreshed and restructured to
make this wealth of material easily navigable, and even more appealing to students
unfamiliar with the subject.
This book is the first major study in several decades to consider Uganda as a nation,
from its precolonial roots to the present day. Here, Richard J. Reid examines the
political, economic, and social history of Uganda, providing a unique and wide-ranging
examination of its turbulent and dynamic past for all those studying Uganda's place in
African history and African politics. Reid identifies and examines key points of rupture
and transition in Uganda's history, emphasising dramatic political and social change in
the precolonial era, especially during the nineteenth century, and he also examines the
continuing repercussions of these developments in the colonial and postcolonial
periods. By considering the ways in which historical culture and consciousness has
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been ever present - in political discourse, art and literature, and social relationships Reid defines the true extent of Uganda's viable national history.
Specialists in various aspects of African history and civilization contribute to an
integrated portrait of internal and foreign influences on the course of Africa's
development
Africa finds itself at the centre stage of world politics in the twenty-first century. To truly
determine its rising influence and role in world affairs would mean unravelling the
politics of imperialism, the Cold War and globalisation. Going beyond Euro-American
perspectives, this book presents a comprehensive study of Africa and its role in world
politics. Africa in World Affairs: • Closely examines the transition of Africa in its colonial
and post-colonial phases; • Explores the intellectual history of modern Africa through
liberation struggles, social movements, leaders and thinkers; • Investigates the
continent’s relationships with former colonial powers such as Britain, France and
Portugal; untangles complexities of French neo-colonialism and sheds light on the role
of the superpower, such as the USA and major and rising powers like China and India;
• Highlights complex and wide-ranging diversities of the region, and the ways in which it
continues to negotiate with issues of modernity, racism and globalisation. A core text on
Africa and the world, this book will be indispensable for students of African studies,
politics and international relations, and history. It will also be a must-read for
policymakers, diplomats and government think tanks.
Originally published in 1961, this book analyses economic changes in Africa and the
restructuring of social relations to which this hs led. there are also detailed studies of
the character of social changes in individual communities. There is a particular focus on
changing kinship status and neighbourhood as the impact of modern economic
conditions is felt in Tropical Africa.
Winner of the Grawmeyer Award for Ideas Improving World Order, 2018 Winner of the
Joseph Lepgold Prize Winner of the Best Books in Conflict Studies (APSA) Winner of
the Best Book in Human Rights (ISA) In Making and Unmaking Nations, Scott Straus
seeks to explain why and how genocide takes place—and, perhaps more important, how
it has been avoided in places where it may have seemed likely or even inevitable. To
solve that puzzle, he examines postcolonial Africa, analyzing countries in which
genocide occurred and where it could have but did not. Why have there not been other
Rwandas? Straus finds that deep-rooted ideologies—how leaders make their
nations—shape strategies of violence and are central to what leads to or away from
genocide. Other critical factors include the dynamics of war, the role of restraint, and
the interaction between national and local actors in the staging of campaigns of largescale violence. Grounded in Straus's extensive fieldwork in contemporary Africa, the
study of major twentieth-century cases of genocide, and the literature on genocide and
political violence, Making and Unmaking Nations centers on cogent analyses of three
nongenocide cases (Côte d'Ivoire, Mali, and Senegal) and two in which genocide took
place (Rwanda and Sudan). Straus's empirical analysis is based in part on an original
database of presidential speeches from 1960 to 2005. The book also includes a broadgauge analysis of all major cases of large-scale violence in Africa since decolonization.
Straus's insights into the causes of genocide will inform the study of political violence as
well as giving policymakers and nongovernmental organizations valuable tools for the
future.
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The new, fully-updated edition of the acclaimed textbook covering 200 years of African
history A History of Modern Africa explores two centuries of the continent’s political,
economic, and social history. This thorough yet accessible text help readers to
understand key concepts, recognize significant themes, and identify the processes that
shaped the modern history of Africa. Emphasis is placed on the consequences of
colonial rule, and the links between the precolonial and postcolonial eras. Author
Richard Reid, a prominent scholar and historian on the subject, argues that Africa’s
struggle for economic and political stability in the nineteenth century escalated and
intensified through the twentieth century, the effects of which are still felt in the present
day. The new third edition offers substantial updates and revisions that consider recent
events and historiography. Greater emphasis is placed on African agency, particularly
during the colonial period, and the importance of the long-term militarization of African
political culture. Discussions of the postcolonial period have been updated to reflect
recent developments, including those in North Africa. Adopting a long-term approach to
current African issues, this text: Explores the legacies of the nineteenth century and the
colonial period in the context of the contemporary era Highlights the role of nineteenth
century and long-term internal dynamics in Africa’s modern challenges Combines
recent scholarship with concise and effective narrative Features maps, illustrations,
expanded references, and comprehensive endnotes A History of Modern Africa: 1800
to the Present, 3rd Edition is an excellent introduction to the subject for undergraduate
students in relevant courses, and for general readers with interest in modern African
history and current affairs.
One of UNESCO's most important publishing projects in the last thirty years, the
General History of Africa marks a major breakthrough in the recognition of Africa's
cultural heritage. Offering an internal perspective of Africa, the eight-volume work
provides a comprehensive approach to the history of ideas, civilizations, societies and
institutions of African history. The volumes also discuss historical relationships among
Africans as well as multilateral interactions with other cultures and continents.
In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of mankind to the AIDS
epidemic, John Iliffe refocuses its history on the peopling of an environmentally hostile
continent. Africans have been pioneers struggling against disease and nature, and their
social, economic and political institutions have been designed to ensure their survival.
In the context of medical progress and other twentieth-century innovations, however,
the same institutions have bred the most rapid population growth the world has ever
seen. Africans: The History of a Continent is thus a single story binding living Africans
to their earliest human ancestors.
Frederick Cooper's book on the history of decolonization and independence in Africa is
part of the textbook series New Approaches to African History. This text will help
students understand the historical process out of which Africa's position in the world
has emerged. Bridging the divide between colonial and post-colonial history, it allows
readers to see just what political independence did and did not signify and how men
and women, peasants and workers, religious leaders and local leaders sought to
refashion the way they lived, worked, and interacted with each other.
This title was first published in 2002. When did Africa emerge as a continent in the
European mind? This book aims to trace the origins of the idea of Africa and its
evolution in Renaissance thought. Particular attention is given to the relationship
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between the process of acquiring knowledge through travel and exploration, and its
representation within a discourse which also includes previously acquired
cosmographical elements. Among the themes investigated are: How did the image of
Africa evolve from the conception of a symbolic space to a Euclidean representation?
How did the Renaissance rediscovery of Antiquity interact with the Portuguese
discoveries along the African coast? And once Africa was circumnavigated, how was
the inner landmass depicted in the absence of first-hand knowledge? Also, overall, in
this whole process what was the interplay of myth and reality?
Offers an annotated list of books of personal papers, diaries, and memoirs related to
the history of Africa, and tells which libraries house them
Updated and revised to emphasise long-term perspectives on current issues facing the
continent, the new 2nd Edition of A History of Modern Africa recounts the full breadth of
Africa's political, economic, and social history over the past two centuries. Adopts a
long-term approach to current issues, stressing the importance of nineteenth-century
and deeper indigenous dynamics in explaining Africa's later twentieth-century
challenges Places a greater focus on African agency, especially during the colonial
encounter Includes more in-depth coverage of non-Anglophone Africa Offers expanded
coverage of the post-colonial era to take account of recent developments, including the
conflict in Darfur and the political unrest of 2011 in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya
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