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A Critique Of Archaeological Reason Structural Digital
And Philosophical Aspects Of The Excavated Record
In recent years, postcolonial theories have emerged as one of the significant paradigms of
contemporary academia, affecting disciplines throughout the humanities and social sciences.
These theories address the complex processes if colonialism on culture and society—with
repect to both the colonizers and the colonized—to help us understand the colonial experience
in its entirety. The contributors to Archaeology and the Postcolonial Critique present critical
syntheses of archaeological and postcolonial studies by examining both Old and New World
case studies, and they ask what the ultimate effect of postcolonial theorizing will be on the
practice of archaeology in the twenty-first century.
Michel Foucault continues to be regarded as one of the most essential thinkers of the twentieth
century. A brilliantly evocative writer and conceptual creator, his influence is clearly discernible
today across nearly every discipline-philosophy and history, certainly, as well as literary and
critical theory, religious and social studies, and the arts. This volume exploits Foucault's
insistent blurring of the self-imposed limits formed by the disciplines, with each author in this
volume discovering in Foucault's work a model useful for challenging not only these divisions
but developing a more fundamental interrogation of modernism. Foucault himself saw the
calling into question of modernism to be the permanent task of his life's work, thereby opening
a path for rethinking the social. Understanding Foucault, Understanding Modernism shows, on
the one hand, that literature and the arts play a fundamental structural role in Foucault's works,
while, on the other hand, it shifts to the foreground what it presumes to be motivating Foucault:
the interrogation of the problem of modernism. To that end, even his most explicitly historical or
strictly epistemological and methodological enquiries directly engage the problem of
modernism through the works of writers and artists from de Sade, Mallarmé, Baudelaire to
Artaud, Manet, Borges, Roussel, and Bataille. This volume, therefore, adopts a
transdisciplinary approach, as a way to establish connections between Foucault's thought and
the aesthetic problems that emerge out of those specific literary and artistic works, methods,
and styles designated “modern.” The aim of this volume is to provide a resource for students
and scholars not only in the fields of literature and philosophy, but as well those interested in
the intersections of art and intellectual history, religious studies, and critical theory.
This handbook, a companion to the authoritative Handbook of Archaeological Methods,
gathers original, authoritative articles from leading archaeologists on all aspects of the latest
thinking about archaeological theory. It is the definitive resource for understanding how to think
about archaeology.
William G. Dever is recognized as the doyen of North American archaeologist-historians who
work in the field of the ancient Levant. He is best known as the director of excavations at the
site of Gezer but has worked at numerous other sites, and his many students have led dozens
of other expeditions. He has been editor of the Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental
Research, was for many years professor in the influential archaeology program at the
University of Arizona, and now in retirement continues actively to write and publish. In this
volume, 46 of his colleagues and students contribute essays in his honor, reflecting the broad
scope of his interests, particularly in terms of the historical implications of archaeology.
This book is an enthusiastic celebration of the ways in which popular culture has consumed
aspects of the ancient Near East to construct new realities. The editors have brought together
an impressive line-up of scholars-archaeologists, philologists, historians, and art historians-to
reflect on how objects, ideas, and interpretations of the ancient Near East have been
remembered, constructed, reimagined, mythologized, or indeed forgotten within our shared
cultural memories. The exploration of cultural memories has revealed how they inform the
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values, structures, and daily life of societies over time. This is therefore not a collection of
essays about the deep past but rather about the stories we tell ourselves about ourselves.
In A Critique of Archaeological Reason, Giorgio Buccellati presents a theory of excavation that
aims at clarifying the nature of archaeology and its impact on contemporary thought.
Integrating epistemological issues with methods of data collection and the role and impact of
digital technology on archaeological work, the book explores digital data in order to
comprehend its role in shaping meaning and understanding in archaeological excavation. The
ability of archaeologists to record in the field, rather than offsite, has fundamentally changed
the methods of observation, conceptualization, and interpretation of deposits. Focusing on the
role of stratigraphy as the center of archaeological field work, Giorgio Buccellati examines the
challenges of interpreting a 'broken tradition'; a civilization for which there are no living carriers
today. He uses the site of Urkesh in Syria, where he has worked for decades, as a case study
to demonstrate his theory.
The Routledge Handbook of Global Historical Archaeology is a multi-authored compendium of
articles on specific topics of interest to today’s historical archaeologists, offering perspectives
on the current state of research and collectively outlining future directions for the field. The
broad range of topics covered in this volume allows for specificity within individual chapters,
while building to a cumulative overview of the field of historical archaeology as it stands, and
where it could go next. Archaeological research is discussed in the context of current
sociological concerns, different approaches and techniques are assessed, and potential
advances are posited. This is a comprehensive treatment of the sub-discipline, engaging key
contemporary debates, and providing a series of specially-commissioned geographical
overviews to complement the more theoretical explorations. This book is designed to offer a
starting point for students who may wish to pursue particular topics in more depth, as well as
for non-archaeologists who have an interest in historical archaeology. Archaeologists,
historians, preservationists, and all scholars interested in the role historical archaeology plays
in illuminating daily life during the past five centuries will find this volume engaging and
enlightening.
Does philosophical critique have a future? What are its possibilities, limits and
presuppositions? This collection by outstanding scholars from various traditions, responds to
these questions by examining the forms of philosophical critique that have shaped continental
thought from Spinoza and Kant to Marx, Foucault, Derrida and Rancière.
In the face of increasing public interest and demand for information, archaeologists are
collaborating with historians, museum curators, and exhibit designers to devise the best
strategies for translating archaeological information to the public. This book opens doors for
public involvement. It highlights successful case studies in which specialists have provided with
the opportunity and necessary tools for learning about archaeology. Little Big Horn, Sabino
Canyon, Monticello, and Poplar Forest are just a few of the historical sites featured.
The Emergence of Literature is an extension and reworking of a series of significant
propositions in philosophy and literary theory: Jean-Luc Nancy and Philippe Lacoue-Labarthe's
examination of the concept of the literary absolute; Martin Heidegger's destruction and Giorgio
Agamben's archaeology of the metaphysics of will; Maurice Blanchot's delimitation of the
space of literature; and Michel Foucault's archaeology of literature. Its core contribution to the
history of theory is to understand the literary absolute not simply as philosophical concept, but
as a paradigm that delimits the horizon for currents of literary theory through the course of the
20th century where the literary criteria change from the theme of sincerity to the theme of the
death of the author. Stretching from Kant to Hegel, from Hölderlin to the Early German
Romantics, from John Stuart Mill to New Criticism, from Benjamin to Barthes, The Emergence
of Literature examines the relation between continental philosophy and literature in the post-
Kantian era.
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After Taste is an inquiry into a field of study dedicated to the reconsideration, reconstruction
and rehabilitation of the concept of Taste. Taste is the category, whose systematic, historical
and actual dimensions have traditionally been located in a variety of disciplines. The actuality
and potential of the study is based on a variety of collected facts from readings and
experiences, which materialize in the following features: One concept (figurative Taste), two
thinking traditions (analytic and synthetic/continental) and three interrelated dimensions
(systematic, historic and actual) are presented in three volumes. As such, the study presents a
salient comprehensive companion for wider readership of humanities approaching conceptions
of Taste for the first time. Moreover, After Taste is intended for anyone who hopes to make a
further contribution to the subject. Since its appearance and apparently short triumph some
250 years ago, the concept of non-literary Taste remained the linchpin of aesthetic theory and
practice, but also a category outreaching aesthetics. Taste as the personal unity of the
production, theory and criticism of art and literature, which was still largely taken as a given in
the eighteenth century, has meanwhile given way to a highly-differentiated art world, in which
aesthetic discourse is placed in such a way that it can seemingly no longer have a conceptual
or linguistic effect on general opinion making. The critical role of “Taste judges”, ratings and
rankings in the feuilleton, politics and social media on the one hand and the responding search
for new canons on the other have had a huge impact on the academic and popular discourse
today. However, Taste’s impact on society is in fact all-encompassing and yet, without getting
even close to the “magnetic North” of the academic compass. After Taste fills the gaps of
systematic research by a comprehensive tracing of the emergence of the doctrines, discourses
and disciplinary dimensions of Taste up to the peak of its systematic and historical trajectory in
the eighteenth century and onwards into the present day. The guiding goal is a post-
disciplinary rehabilitation of the contested category as a preparation for its productive usage in
emerging academic and popular contexts. Three intertwined research hypotheses form the
guiding goal of an overall study of the agencies of Taste, its institutionalizations and expert
cultures: The (1) first part provides a missing systematic perspective on the concept of Taste
as a key factor for understanding the human faculties, value theories and practices of
valuating. The (2) second part traces the events at the peak of Taste’s systematic and
historical trajectories up until the late eighteenth century and verifies the historiographical
hypothesis about the instrumentality of Taste for the production, reception and distribution of
culture. The (3) third part reconstructs the major moments in which the contested concept of
Taste experiences its post-disciplinary rehabilitation, in preparation for its future productive
usage in the academic and popular discourses and practices. It shows how the category of
Taste became the foundation, legitimation and the catalyst for the emerging division of labour,
faculties and disciplines, confirming the hypothesis of the immense impact and actuality of
Taste in the contemporary world.
This updated edition of Archaeological Research introduces the basic methods of
archaeological research, including data collection, analysis, interpretation, as well as a
consideration of the state of archaeology today. New to the Second Edition is updated
information on geographic information systems and remote sensing strategies, and a greatly
expanded discussion of practices in cultural resource management archaeology. This popular,
concise textbook explores various research methods, analytical techniques, legal and ethical
issues facing archaeologists; includes discussions of the archaeological process and record,
sampling and research design, survey and excavation methods and strategies, recordkeeping,
analysis, archaeological dating, presenting results, and research opportunities; is an excellent
text for undergraduate students in basic archaeology courses, field methods courses, and field
schools
Quantitative Analysis in Archaeology introduces the application of quantitative methods in
archaeology. It outlines conceptual and statistical principles, illustrates their application, and
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provides problem sets for practice. Discusses both methodological frameworks and
quantitative methods of archaeological analysis Presents statistical material in a clear and
straightforward manner ideal for students and professionals in the field Includes illustrative
problem sets and practice exercises in each chapter that reinforce practical application of
quantitative analysis
How do archaeologists make effective use of physical traces and material culture as
repositories of evidence? Material Evidence takes a resolutely case-based approach to this
question, exploring instances of exemplary practice, key challenges, instructive failures, and
innovative developments in the use of archaeological data as evidence. The goal is to bring to
the surface the wisdom of practice, teasing out norms of archaeological reasoning from
evidence. Archaeologists make compelling use of an enormously diverse range of material
evidence, from garbage dumps to monuments, from finely crafted artifacts rich with cultural
significance to the detritus of everyday life and the inadvertent transformation of landscapes
over the long term. Each contributor to Material Evidence identifies a particular type of
evidence with which they grapple and considers, with reference to concrete examples, how
archaeologists construct evidential claims, critically assess them, and bring them to bear on
pivotal questions about the cultural past. Historians, cultural anthropologists, philosophers, and
science studies scholars are increasingly interested in working with material things as objects
of inquiry and as evidence – and they acknowledge on all sides just how challenging this is.
One of the central messages of the book is that close analysis of archaeological best practice
can yield constructive guidelines for practice that have much to offer archaeologists and those
in related fields.
The archaeological record consists of 'dead' finds, remnants of human culture. The
archaeologist relies on them to understand how past societies were organized and how they
functioned. This book, by the distinguished Czech scholar Evzen Neustupny, considers the
archaeological method, the way in which archaeologists translate mute objects into
descriptions of a living past. The method involves a series of steps: an analysis of the
archaeological record; a synthesis of the finds to generate formal archaeological structure; and
the use of models derived from descriptions of observed human activity to explain these
structures. Without models, archaeologists would have no way of interpreting their finds. The
author also considers the relevance for archaeology of such concepts as induction and
deduction, empirical research and theory.
This book presents the first sustained articulation of a Foucauldian œuvre. It situates Foucault’s
critique within the tradition of Kant’s call for a philosophical archaeology of reason; in parallel,
it demonstrates the priority in Foucault’s thought of Nietzsche over Heidegger and the framing
of reason against an ontology of power. Bregham Dalgliesh hereby claims that at the heart of
the Foucauldian œuvre is the philosophical method of critical history. Its task is to make the will
to know that drives thought conscious of itself as a problem, especially the regimes of truth that
define our governmentalities. By revealing the contingency of their constituent parts of
knowledge, power and ethics, Dalgliesh demonstrates that critical history offers an alternative
mode of critique to the hithertofore singular reading of the intellectual heritage of
enlightenment, while it fosters an agonistic concept of freedom in respect of our putatively
necessary limits.
Tracking the development of Foucault's key concepts Lemke offers the most comprehensive
and systematic account of Michel Foucault's work on power and government from 1970 until
his death in 1984. He convincingly argues, using material that has only partly been translated
into English, that Foucault's concern with ethics and forms of subjectivation is always already
integrated into his political concerns and his analytics of power. The book also shows how the
concept of government was taken up in different lines of research in France before it gave rise
to "governmentality studies" in the Anglophone world. Foucault's Analysis of Modern
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Governmentality provides a clear and well-structured exposition that is theoretically challenging
but also accessible for a wider audience. Thus, the book can be read both as an original
examination of Foucault's concept of government and as a general introduction to his
"genealogy of power."
ArcheoLogica Data wants to reach an Italian and international audience of scholars,
professionals, students, and, more generally, early-career archaeologists, and it accepts
contributions written both in Italian and English. ArcheoLogica Data proposes to indissolubly
associate data and interpretation. It embraces that global idea of ??archaeological data that
integrates all the discipline declinations without any thematic or chronological constraints. Data
is at the centre, and around lies everything that can stem from it: interpretations, hypotheses,
reconstructions, applications, theoretical and methodological reflections, critical ideas,
constructive discussions.
This book questions whether androcentric archaeology has taught us anything about
prehistoric men and their masculinities.
When one defines "order" as a sorting of priorities, it becomes beautifully clear as to
what Foucault is doing here. With virtuoso showmanship, he weaves an intensely
complex history of thought. He dips into literature, art, economics and even biology in
The Order of Things, possibly one of the most significant, yet most overlooked, works of
the twentieth century. Eclipsed by his later work on power and discourse, nonetheless it
was The Order of Things that established Foucault's reputation as an intellectual giant.
Pirouetting around the outer edge of language, Foucault unsettles the surface of literary
writing. In describing the limitations of our usual taxonomies, he opens the door onto a
whole new system of thought, one ripe with what he calls "exotic charm". Intellectual
pyrotechnics from the master of critical thinking, this book is crucial reading for those
who wish to gain insight into that odd beast called Postmodernism, and a must for any
fan of Foucault.
Can There Be a Philosophy of Archaeology? provides a historical and philosophical
analysis of the rise and fall of the philosophical movement know as logical positivism,
focusing on the effect of that movement on the budding science of archaeology.
Significant problems resulted from the grafting of logical positivism onto what became
known as processual, or new archaeology, and as a result of this failure, archaeologists
distanced themselves from philosophers of science, believing that archaeology would
be best served by a return to the dirt. By means of a thorough analysis of the real
reasons for failures of logical empiricism and the new archaeology, as well as a series
of archaeological case studies, Krieger shows the need for the resumption of dialogue
and collaboration between the two groups. In an age where philosophers of science are
just beginning to look beyond the standard examples of scientific practice, this book
demonstrates that archaeological science can hold its own with other sciences and will
be of interest to archaeologists and philosophers of science alike.
In a discipline which essentially studies how modern man came to be, it is remarkable
that there are hardly any conceptual tools to describe change. This is due to the history
of the western intellectual and scientific tradition, which for a long time favoured
mechanics over dynamics, and the study of stability over that of change. Change was
primarily deemed due to external events (in archaeology mainly climatic or
'environmental'). Revolutionary innovations in the natural and life sciences, often
(erroneously) referred to as 'chaos theory', suggest that there are ways to overcome
this problem. A wide range of processes can be described in terms of dynamic
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systems, and modern computing methods enable us to investigate many of their
properties. This volume presents a cogent argument for the use of such approaches,
and a discussion of a number of its aspects by a range of scientists from the
humanities, social and natural sciences, and archaeology.
A Critique of Archaeological ReasonStructural, Digital, and Philosophical Aspects of the
Excavated RecordCambridge University Press
In studying the past, archaeologists have focused on the material remains of our
ancestors. Prehistorians generally have only artifacts to study and rely on the diverse
material record for their understanding of past societies and their behavior. Those
involved in studying historically documented cultures not only have extensive material
remains but also contemporary texts, images, and a range of investigative technologies
to enable them to build a broader and more reflexive picture of how past societies,
communities, and individuals operated and behaved. Increasingly, historical
archaeology refers not to a particular period, place, or a method, but rather an
approach that interrogates the tensions between artifacts and texts irrespective of
context. In short, historical archaeology provides direct evidence for how humans have
shaped the world we live in today. Historical archaeology is a branch of global
archaeology that has grown in the last 40 years from its North American base into an
increasingly global community of archaeologists each studying their area of the world in
a historical context. Where historical archaeology started as part of the study of the post-
Columbian societies of the United States and Canada, it has now expanded to interface
with the post-medieval archaeologies of Europe and the diverse post-imperial
experiences of Africa, Latin America, and Australasia. The 36 essays in the
International Handbook of Historical Archaeology have been specially commissioned
from the leading researchers in their fields, creating a wide-ranging digest of the
increasingly global field of historical archaeology. The volume is divided into two
sections, the first reviewing the key themes, issues, and approaches of historical
archaeology today, and the second containing a series of case studies charting the
development and current state of historical archaeological practice around the world.
This key reference work captures the energy and diversity of this global discipline
today.
MNI and NISP as Ordinal Scale MeasuresConclusions; CHAPTER4. Sample Size and
Relative Abundance; Correlations between Sample Size and Relative Abundance:
Some Examples; Exploring the Causes; Conclusions; CHAPTER5. Taxonomic
Richness, Diversity, and Assemblage Size; Taxonomic Richness; Rarefaction and the
Comparison of Species-Abundance Distributions; Diversity Indices and Sample Size;
CHAPTER6. Collection Techniques, Meat Weights, and Seasonality; Collection
Techniques; Meat Weights; Seasonality; CHAPTER7. Conclusions; References; Index
The book juxtaposes key texts from Foucault and Habermas; it then adds a set of
reactions and commentaries by theorists who have taken up the two alternative
approaches to power and critique. The result is a guide for those seeking to understand
and build on an unfinished debate between two of the 20th century's most important
philosophers. Which paradigm of critique—Foucault's or Habermas's—is philosophically
and practically superior, especially with regard to the nature and role of power in
contemporary society? In shaping this collection, Michael Kelly has sought to address
this question in relation to the ethical, political, and social theory of the past two
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decades. Michel Foucault and Jurgen Habermas had only just begun to come to terms
with one another's work when Foucault died in 1984; they had even discussed the
possibility of a formal debate on "Enlightenment" in the neutral arena of the United
States. In the decade since, Habermas and his supporters have continued to respond
to Foucault in various ways, but Foucault's followers have not shown as strong an
inclination to keep up his side of the dialogue. For this reason an invaluable exchange
on the nature and limits of philosophy in the present age has never achieved its full
potential. In this anthology Michael Kelly recasts the debate in a way that will open it up
for further development. The book starts by juxtaposing key texts from the two
philosophers; it then adds a set of reactions and commentaries by theorists who have
taken up the two alternative approaches to power and critique. (Two of these essays
were written especially for this volume.) The result is a guide for those seeking to
understand and build on this important but unfinished debate. Essays by: Michel
Foucault. Jürgen Habermas. Axel Honneth. Nancy Fraser. Richard Bernstein. Thomas
McCarthy. James Schmidt and Thomas E. Wartenberg. Gilles Deleuze. Jana Sawicki.
Michael Kelly.
This timely publication covers prompt measurements as well as delayed activation
measurements used in chemical analysis of the elements. It describes the various
possibilities of activation: neutrons, charged ions, and photons. Also discussed are the
advantages and disadvantages of each activation method. These volumes are
important for those in geology, archaeology, biology, analytical chemistry,
radioanalytical and nuclear chemistry, the semiconductor industry, and others.
The Companion to Social Archaeology is the first scholarly work to explore the encounter of
social theory and archaeology over the past two decades. Grouped into four sections -
Knowledges, Identities, Places, and Politics - each of which is prefaced with a review essay
that contextualizes the history and developments in social archaeology and related fields.
Draws together newer trends that are challenging established ways of understanding the past.
Includes contributions by leading scholars who instigated major theoretical trends.
Archaeology has been an important source of metaphors for some of the key intellectuals of
the 20th century: Sigmund Freud, Walter Benjamin, Alois Riegl and Michel Foucault, amongst
many others. However, this power has also turned against archaeology, because the discipline
has been dealt with perfunctorily as a mere provider of metaphors that other intellectuals have
exploited. Scholars from different fields continue to explore areas in which archaeologists have
been working for over two centuries, with little or no reference to the discipline. It seems that
excavation, stratigraphy or ruins only become important at a trans-disciplinary level when
people from outside archaeology pay attention to them and somehow dematerialize them.
Meanwhile, archaeologists have been usually more interested in borrowing theories from other
fields, rather than in developing the theoretical potential of the same concepts that other
thinkers find so useful. The time is ripe for archaeologists to address a wider audience and
engage in theoretical debates from a position of equality, not of subalternity. Reclaiming
Archaeology explores how archaeology can be useful to rethink modernity’s big issues, and
more specifically late modernity (broadly understood as the 20th and 21st centuries). The book
contains a series of original essays, not necessarily following the conventional academic rules
of archaeological writing or thinking, allowing rhetoric to have its place in disclosing the
archaeological. In each of the four sections that constitute this book (method, time, heritage
and materiality), the contributors deal with different archaeological tropes, such as excavation,
surface/depth, genealogy, ruins, fragments, repressed memories and traces. They criticize
their modernist implications and rework them in creative ways, in order to show the power of
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archaeology not just to understand the past, but also the present. Reclaiming Archaeology
includes essays from a diverse array of archaeologists who have dealt in one way or another
with modernity, including scholars from non-Anglophone countries who have approached the
issue in original ways during recent years, as well as contributors from other fields who engage
in a creative dialogue with archaeology and the work of archaeologists.
A historical survey of the relationship between archaeology and biblical studies in the first
archaeological excavations in Palestine at Tell el-Hesi, from 1840 to 1990. Concentrating on
the work of major excavators and scholars, Moorey details collaborations and conflicts
between archaeologists and theologians who possess different views on the purpose of biblical
archaeology.
Ideal for advanced students coming to terms with this difficult work, this introduction to one of
the masterpieces of philosophy will also be of interest to professional philosophers.
The Routledge Companion to Automobile Heritage, Culture, and Preservation explores
automotive heritage, its place in society, and the ways we might preserve and conserve it.
Drawing on contributions from academics and practitioners around the world and comprising
six sections, this volume carries the heritage discourse forward by exploring the complex and
sometimes intricate place of automobiles within society. Taken as a whole, this book helps to
shape how we think about automobile heritage and considers how that heritage explores a
range of cultural, intellectual, emotional, and material elements well outside of the automobile
body itself. Most importantly, perhaps, it questions how we might better acknowledge the
importance of automotive heritage now and in the future. The Routledge Companion to
Automobile Heritage, Culture, and Preservation is unique in that it juxtaposes theory with
practice, academic approaches with practical experience, and recognizes that issues of
preservation and conservation belong in a broad context. As such, this volume should be
essential reading for both academics and practitioners with an interest in automobiles, cultural
heritage, and preservation.
Is current archaeological theory stuck at an impasse? Sandra Wallace argues that
archaeological theory has become mired as a result of logical and ontological contradictions.
By showing that these contradictions are a result of common underlying philosophical
assumptions and fallacies this book is able to show how a fresh approach to this discipline is
necessary to resolve them, even if this requires re-examining some of the tenants of orthodox
archaeology. This fresh approach is achieved by using Critical Realism as an "under labourer"
to philosophically evaluate archaeological theory. Starting by assessing the historical impact of
philosophy on the discipline and then looking at the current relationship between archaeology
and the ontology of the material this book facilitates the construction of discipline specific
theory by archaeologists. The result is an approach to archaeology that allows both students
and practitioners to free themselves from endemic contradictions and re-discover their
approach to archaeological theory.
Archaeological theory has gone through a great upheaval in the last 50 years – from the
processual theory, which wanted to make archaeology more "scientific" to post-processual
theory, which understands that interpreting human behavior (even of past cultures) is a
subjective study. This subjective approach incorporates a plurality of readings, thereby
implying that different interpretations are always possible, allowing us to modify and change
our ideas under the light of new information and/or interpretive frameworks. In this way,
interpretations form a continuous flow of transformation and change, and thus archaeologists
do not uncover a real past but rather construct a historical past or a narrative of the past. Post-
processual theory also incorporates a conscious and explicit political interest on the past of the
scholar and the subject. This includes fields and topics such as gender issues, ethnicity, class,
landscapes, and consumption. This reflects a conscious attempt to also decentralize the
discipline, from an imperialist point of view to an empowering one. Method and theory also
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means being politically aware and engaged to incorporate diverse critical approaches to
improve understanding of the past and the present. This book focuses on the fundamental
theoretical issues found in the discipline and thus both engages and represents the very rich
plurality of the post-processual approach to archaeology. The book is divided into four
sections: Issues in Archaeological Theory, Archaeological Theory and Method in Action, Space
and Power in Material Culture, and Images as Material Discourse.
This volume provides a forum for debate between varied approaches to the past. The authors,
drawn from Europe, North America, Asia and Australasia, represent many different strands of
archaeology. They address the philosophical issues involved in interpretation and a desire
among archaeologists to come to terms with their own subjective approaches to the material
they study, a recognition of how past researchers have also imposed their own value systems
on the evidence which they presented.
An introduction to the critical interpretation of the work of Michael Foucault.
This 13th biennial volume of the Southwest Symposium highlights three distinct
archaeological themes—historical ecology, demography, and movement—tied
together through the consideration of the knowledge tools of cause and
explanation. These tools focus discussion on how and why questions, facilitate
assessing past and current knowledge of the Pueblo Southwest, and provide
unexpected bridges across the three themes. For instance, people are ultimately
the source of the movement of artifacts, but that statement is inadequate for
explaining how artifact movement occurred or even why, at a regional scale,
different kinds of movement are implicated at different times. Answering such
questions can easily incorporate questions about changes in climate or in
population density or size. Each thematic section is introduced by an established
author who sets the framework for the chapters that follow. Some contributors
adopt regional perspectives in which both classical regions (the central San Juan
or lower Chama basins) and peripheral zones (the Alamosa basin or the upper
San Juan) are represented. Chapters are also broad temporally, ranging from the
Younger Dryas Climatic interval (the Clovis-Folsom transition) to the Protohistoric
Pueblo world and the eighteenth-century ethnogenesis of a unique Hispanic
identity in northern New Mexico. Others consider methodological issues,
including the burden of chronic health afflictions at the level of the community and
advances in estimating absolute population size. Whether emphasizing time,
space, or methodology, the authors address the processes, steps, and
interactions that affect current understanding of change or stability of cultural
traditions. Exploring Cause and Explanation considers themes of perennial
interest but demonstrates that archaeological knowledge in the Southwest
continues to expand in directions that could not have been predicted fifty years
ago. Contributors: Kirk C. Anderson, Jesse A. M. Ballenger, Jeffery Clark, J.
Andrew Darling, B. Sunday Eiselt, Mark D. Elson, Mostafa Fayek, Jeffrey R.
Ferguson, Severin Fowles, Cynthia Herhahn, Vance T. Holliday, Sharon Hull,
Deborah L. Huntley, Emily Lena Jones, Kathryn Kamp, Jeremy Kulisheck, Karl
W. Laumbach, Toni S. Laumbach, Stephen H. Lekson, Virginia T. McLemore,
Frances Joan Mathien, Michael H. Ort, Scott G. Ortman, Mary Ownby, Mary M.
Prasciunas, Ann F. Ramenofsky, Erik Simpson, Ann L. W. Stodder, Ronald H.
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Towner
Critique of Latin American Reason is one of the most important philosophical
texts to have come out of South America in recent decades. First published in
1996, it offers a sweeping critique of the foundational schools of thought in Latin
American philosophy and critical theory. Santiago Castro-Gómez argues that
“Latin America” is not so much a geographical entity, a culture, or a place, but
rather an object of knowledge produced by a family of discourses in the
humanities that are inseparably linked to colonial power relationships. Using the
archaeological and genealogical methods of Michel Foucault, he analyzes the
political, literary, and philosophical discourses and modes of power that have
contributed to the making of “Latin America.” Castro-Gómez examines the views
of a wide range of Latin American thinkers on modernity, postmodernity, identity,
colonial history, and literature, also considering how these questions have
intersected with popular culture. His critique spans Central and South America,
and it also implicates broader and protracted global processes. This book
presents this groundbreaking work of contemporary critical theory in English
translation for the first time. It features a foreword by Linda Martín Alcoff, a new
preface by the author, and an introduction by Eduardo Mendieta situating Castro-
Gómez’s thought in the context of critical theory in Latin America and the Global
South. Two appendixes feature an interview with Castro-Gómez that sheds light
on the book’s composition and short provocations responding to each chapter
from a multidisciplinary forum of contemporary scholars who resituate the work
within a range of perspectives including feminist, Francophone African, and
decolonial Black political thought.
During the past two decades there has been a resurgence of interest in
evolutionary approaches to the archaeological record, but these approaches are
obscured by the different ways in which varying schools of thought define and
use words and concepts derived from Darwinian theory. This volume is designed
to clarify major concepts and their key words with the goal of integrating different
schools' approaches toward evolutionary archaeology.
An ethnography of archaeological practice in postcolonial India that reveals the
bureaucratic culture in the making of knowledge about past.
This book defines the concept of 'archaeological reason', and provides a new
approach to archaeological excavations, philosophical hermeneutics, and digital
theory.
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