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A Confession Leo Tolstoy
In 1879 the fifty-one-year-old author of War and Peace and Anna Karenina came
to believe that he had accomplished nothing and that his life was meaningless.
Marking a shift in his career from the aesthetic to the religious, Tolstoy's
Confession relates this spiritual crisis, posing the question: Is there any meaning
in my life that will not be destroyed by my death? It is a timeless account of an
individual's struggle for faith and meaning.
ON LIFE AND ESSAYS ON RELIGION BY LEO TOLST6Y Translated with an
Introduction by AYLMER MAUDE D. P. R. 1. cc. No. OXFORD UNIVERSITY
PRESS LONDON HUMPHREY MILFORD LEO TOLSTOY Born, Yasnaya
Polyana, Tula August 28 old style September 9, n. s., 1828 Died, Astap6vo,
Riazdn November 9 old style November 22, n. s., 1910 I 0n Life was first
published in 1887, and the essays between 1894. and 1909. In The Worlds
Classics Mr. Aylmer Maudes translation was first published in 1934. 7.-00
PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN CONTENTS INTRODUCTION BY AYLMER
MAUDE . vii ON LIFE. 1887 i RELIGION AND MORALITY. 1894 . . 168 REASON
AND RELIGION. 1894 . . 199 HOW TO READ THE GOSPELS. 1896 . 205
PREFACE TO THE CHRISTIAN TEACHING 1 . 1898 . . . . . .209 A REPLY TO
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THE SYNODS EDICT OF EXCOM MUNICATION. 1901 . . . .214 WHAT IS
RELIGION 1902 . . .226 AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY. 1302 . . 282 THE
RESTORATION OF HELL. 1903 . . 309 CHURCH AND STATE. 1904 . . .331
THE TEACHING OF JESUS. 1909 . . 347 INDEX 410 INTRODUCTION ON LIFE
is Tolst6ys statement of the conclusions he had reached by 1887 after ten years
devoted to thought and study on religion. No one acquainted with his life and
works can reasonably doubt - that he was one of the frankest and sincerest men
who ever lived, but if further evidence on that point were needed, this work would
supply it, considering the circumstances under which it was written. By a careful
study of the Church creeds Tolstoy had reached the conclusion that they consist
of meaningless verbiage and incredible statements which afford no real guidance
for life. An even more intense and prolonged study of the Gospels convinced him
that the understanding of life held by Jesus was reasonable, andaffords the best
possible guidance for life. But it seemed to him that the Church, by declaring the
sixty-six books in the Bible to be all equally inspired by God, had reduced them to
one dead level, so that the precepts of Jesus are presented as no more divine
than the legends of the Old Testament, or the record of the cruel deeds of a
jealous Jehovah. More than that, he was convinced that the essential teaching of
Jesus has been twisted to link it up with the Jewish Scriptures, and with records
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interspersed with miracles to attract the belief of an evil and adulterous
generation seeking after a sign, and has been misinterpreted in order to secure
authority for a Church which when persecuting its rivals has not scrupled to slay
thousands of human beings. He therefore defines the Church as power in the
hands of certain men. At the very peak of literary success he devoted viii
INTRODUCTION ten years of his life to this study of religion, and to clarify his
conclusions wrote the works contained in this and another volume, well knowing
that their publication would be prohibited, and that even if clandestinely circulated
they would call down on him the ridicule of the advanced section of Russian
society, then for the most part under the influence of the materialistic philosophy
which, following on the success of Darwins teaching, expected ere long to be
able to explain man by mechanics and demon strate the senselessness of all
religion. To them the fact that the author of War and Peace seriously occupied
himself with religion seemed almost to indicate that he had taken leave of his
senses. On the other hand the Orthodox Russo-Greek Church, under the
guidance of Pobedon6stsev, the lay Headof the Most Holy Synod, actively
persecuted dis senters, suppressed books it disapproved of, and though, after
some hesitation, it refrained from physically molesting Tolstoy, he knew that he
was exposing himself and his friends to danger and incurring the grave
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displeasure of the authorities of Church and State. He also incurred the dis
approval and hostility of his wife, to whom the favour of the powers-that-be was
of much concern...
A Confession, or My Confession, is a short work on the subject of melancholia,
philosophy and religion by the acclaimed Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy. It was
written in 1879 to 1880, when Tolstoy was in his early fifties.
Describing Tolstoy's crisis of depression and estrangement from the world, A
Confession is an autobiographical work of exceptional emotional honesty. It
describes his search for 'a practical religion not promising future bliss but giving
bliss on earth'. Although the Confession led to his excommunication, it also
resulted in a large following of Tolstoyan Christians springing up throughout
Russia and Europe. Throughout history, some books have changed the world.
They have transformed the way we see ourselves – and each other. They have
inspired debate, dissent, war and revolution. They have enlightened, outraged,
provoked and comforted. They have enriched lives – and destroyed them. Now
Penguin brings you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and
visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who we are.
Previous editions of Affluenza described the early symptoms of the disease that
led to a nearly fatal shutdown of all our financial systems in 2008. This new
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edition puts more focus on the behavior changes we need to make to be certain
that the Great Recession does not become a prelude to something worse.
During the last years of his life, Leo Tolstoy kept one book invariably on his desk,
read and reread it to his family, and recommended it to all his friends: a
compendium of wise thoughts gathered over the course of a decade from his
wide-ranging readings in philosophy and religion, and from his own spiritual
meditations. It was banned under the Communists, and only one volume, A
Calendar of Wisdom, drawn largely from the writings of other famous thinkers,
has been published before in English. Wise Thoughts For Every Day is the
volume comprising Tolstoy’s own most essential ideas about spirituality and
what it is to live a good life. Designed by Tolstoy to be a cycle of daily readings,
this book offers thoughts and aphorisms for every day according to a succession
of themes repeated each month—such as God, the soul, desire, our passions,
humility, inequality, evil, truth, happiness, prayer, and the blessings of love. At
once challenging, comforting, and inspiring, this is a spiritual treasure trove and a
book of great human warmth.
“This is a little gem, the best introduction to Tolstoy I have ever encountered, and
it is more than that. The most accomplished scholar will find important new
insights, the sort that one immediately recognizes as both true and profound.
Page 5/18

Bookmark File PDF A Confession Leo Tolstoy
Orwin brings Tolstoy to life as a person and as a writer, and she also shows
beautifully how the two are linked. The discussions of Tolstoy's views on
psychology and the nature of art are especially illuminating.” —Gary Saul Morson,
Lawrence B. Dumas Professor of the Arts and Humanities and Professor of
Slavic Languages and Literatures, Northwestern University Count Leo Tolstoy
(1828-1910) was born at Yasnaya Polyana, his ancestral estate located about
120 miles from Moscow. While he would live and travel in other places over the
years, he always considered this family residence in the Russian heartland as his
home. His lifelong quest for truth and meaning began while he was a university
student. Subsequent experiences as an artillery officer in the Caucasian and
Crimean Wars, and time spent in St. Petersburg and Europe, broadened his
perspective and profoundly influenced him. In Simply Tolstoy, Professor Donna
Tussing Orwin traces the author’s profound journey of discovery and explains
how he mined his tumultuous inner life to create his great works, including War
and Peace, Anna Karenina and The Death of Ivan Ilych. She shows how these
books, both fiction and nonfiction, are not autobiographical in the conventional
sense, but function as snapshots of Tolstoy’s state of mind at specific points in
his life. The story she tells is, inevitably, intertwined with the story of Russia, a
country also in constant search of its identity. Mixing biography, literary analysis,
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and history, Simply Tolstoy is a satisfying read for those already familiar with the
author’s work, as well as an accessible and thoroughly engaging introduction to
a literary giant who was also a tireless and uncompromising seeker of truth.
A ConfessionCourier Corporation
The Russian novelist and moral philosopher Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) ranks as one of the
world s great writers, and his 'War and Peace' has been called the greatest novel ever written.
But during his long lifetime, Tolstoy also wrote enough shorter works to fill many volumes. The
message in all his stories is presented with such humour that the reader hardly realises that it
is strongly didactic. These stories give a snapshot of Russia and its people in the late
nineteenth century.
Featuring nine new articles chosen by coeditor Steven M. Cahn, the third edition of E. D.
Klemke's The Meaning of Life offers twenty-two insightful selections that explore this
fascinating topic. The essays are primarily by philosophers but also include materials from
literary figures and religious thinkers. As in previous editions, the readings are organized
around three themes. In Part I the articles defend the view that without faith in God, life has no
meaning or purpose. In Part II the selections oppose this claim, defending instead a
nontheistic, humanistic alternative--that life can have meaning even in the absence of theistic
commitment. In Part III the contributors ask whether the question of the meaning of life is itself
meaningful. The third edition adds substantial essays by Moritz Schlick, Joel Feinberg, and
John Kekes as well as selections from the writings of Louis P. Pojman, Emil L. Fackenheim,
Robert Nozick, Susan Wolf, and Steven M. Cahn. The only anthology of its kind, The Meaning
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of Life: A Reader, Third Edition, is ideal for courses in introduction to philosophy, human
nature, and the meaning of life. It also offers general readers an accessible and stimulating
introduction to the subject
The Lifted Veil is a novella by George Eliot, first published in 1859. Quite unlike the realistic
fiction for which Eliot is best known, The Lifted Veil explores themes of extrasensory
perception, the essence of physical life, possible life after death, and the power of fate. The
novella is a significant part of the Victorian tradition of horror fiction, which includes such other
examples as Robert Louis Stevenson's The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886),
and Bram Stoker's Dracula (1897).
The Death of Ivan Ilyich was first published in 1886. It is a novella by Leo Tolstoy. It is one of
Tolstoy's most celebrated pieces of late fiction. This work stems in part from Tolstoy's
anguished intellectual and spiritual struggles which led to his conversion to Christianity. Central
to the story is an examination on the nature of both life and death, and how man can come to
terms with death's very inevitability. The novella was acclaimed by Vladimir Nabokov and
Mahatma Gandhi as the greatest in the whol
Describing Tolstoy's crisis of depression and estrangement from the world, A Confession
(1879) is an autobiographical work of exceptional emotional honesty. By the time he was fifty,
Tolstoy had already written the novels that would assure him of literary immortality; he had a
wife, a large estate and numerous children; he was 'a happy man' and in good health - yet life
had lost its meaning. In this poignant confessional fragment, he records a period of his life
when he began to turn away from fiction and aesthetics, and to search instead for 'a practical
religion not promising future bliss, but giving bliss on earth'.
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Presents materials that reveal the essence of Tolstoy's beliefs on immortality, death, God, and
the meaning of life. Contains two booklets ("About Immortality" No. 751 and "About Death" No.
752) compiled by Tolstoy comprising quotations from various philosophers explaining the
meaning that death gives to life; essays explaining the actions that Tolstoy thought must be
taken to grow spiritually; and finally, diary entries (translated here for the first time in English)
pertaining to spiritual themes made during the last year of Tolstoy's life.
To one not familiar with the Russian language the accessible data relative to the external life of
Leo Nikolaevich Tolstoi, the author of this book, are, to say the least, not voluminous. His
name does not appear in that heterogeneous record of celebrities known as The Men of the
Time, nor is it to be found in M. Vapereau's comprehensive Dictionnaire des Contemporains.
And yet Count Leo Tolstoi is acknowledged by competent critics to be a man of extraordinary
genius, who, certainly in one instance, has produced a masterpiece of literature which will
continue to rank with the great artistic productions of this age. Perhaps it is enough for us to
know that he was born on his father's estate in the Russian province of Tula, in the year 1828;
that he received a good home education and studied the oriental languages at the University of
Kasan; that he was for a time in the army, which he entered at the age of twenty-three as an
officer of artillery, serving later on the staff of Prince Gortschakof; and that subsequently he
alternated between St. Petersburg and Moscow, leading the existence of super-refined
barbarism and excessive luxury, characteristic of the Russian aristocracy. He saw life in
country and city, in camp and court.
"Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910) was the author of such classics as War and Peace
and Anna Karenina. In mid-life, however, he underwent a deep moral and spiritual crisis that
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led him back to the gospels in an effort to conform his life to the spirit of Christ. This volume
focuses on his "spiritual writings" - autobiographical reflections on his journey of faith,
commentaries on the gospels, and essays, on the essence of Christianity."--BOOK JACKET.
Originally published in 1885, What I Believe is part of series of books by novelist Leo Tolstoy
that outline his personal interpretation of Christian theology. After a midlife crisis at age 50, he
began to believe in the moral teachings of Christianity, while rejecting mysticism and organized
religion. He believed that pacifism and poverty were the paths to enlightenment. His precepts
of nonviolence even influenced Mohandas Gandhi. Students of religion, political science, and
literature alike will gain new understanding from the ideas presented in this book. Students of
literature will get to understand more deeply one of the greatest novelist in history, while those
interested in religion and politics can see how Tolstoy's philosophy came to influence the world
at large. Russian writer COUNT LEV ("LEO") NIKOLAYEVICH TOLSTOY (1828-1910) is best
known for his novels War and Peace (1869) and Anna Karenina (1877).
The non-fiction of Leo Tolstoy are collected here with a biography about the life and times of
Leo Tolstoy. Works include: A Confession The Kingdom of God is within you A Letter to a
Hindu The Moscow Census—From “What to Do?” On the Significance of Science and Art
Tolstoy on Shakespeare What to Do? Youth
The greatest novelist of all time retells the greatest story ever told, the life of Jesus Christ, in
The Gospel in Brief—Leo Tolstoy’s riveting, novelistic integration of the four Gospels into a
single, twelve-chapter narrative. Virtually unknown to English readers until now, Dustin
Condren’s groundbreaking translation from the Russian opens a precious new world of
Tolstoy’s masterful literary talent to fans of War and Peace and Anna Karenina.
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"Religion and Morality" from Leo Tolstoy. Leo Tolstoy is widely recognized as one of the
greatest of all novelists, particularly noted for his masterpieces War and Peace and Anna
Karenina (1828-1910).
This work marks the author's movement from the pursuit of aesthetic ideals toward matters of
religious and philosophical consequence. The poignant text describes Tolstoy's heartfelt
reexamination of Christian orthodoxy and subsequent spiritual awakening. Generations of
readers have been inspired by this timeless account of one man's struggle for faith and
meaning in life.

Ancient tradition suggests that this world-weary lament is the work of Solomon in old
age. Casting its eye over the transient nature of life, the book questions the striving for
wisdom and the truth, choosing instead to espouse the value of living for the moment.
The text is introduced by Doris Lessing.
This is the first-ever English-language edition of the book Leo Tolstoy considered to be
his most important contribution to humanity, the work of his life's last years. Widely read
in prerevolutionary Russia, banned and forgotten under Communism; and recently
rediscovered to great excitement, A Calendar of Wisdom is a day-by-day guide that
illuminates the path of a life worth living with a brightness undimmed by time. Unjustly
censored for nearly a century, it deserves to be placed with the few books in our history
that will never cease teaching us the essence of what is important in this world.
Three brothers and their relations in 19th century Russia provide the base for a
sweeping epic overview of human striving, folly and hope. First published in 1880, The
Page 11/18

Bookmark File PDF A Confession Leo Tolstoy
Brothers Karamazov is a landmark work in every respect. Revolving around shiftless
father Fyodor Pavlovich Karamazov are the fates of his three sons, each of whom has
fortunes entwined with the others. The eldest son, Dimitri, seeks an inheritance from his
father and becomes his rival in love. Ivan, the second son, is so at odds with the world
that he is driven near to madness, while the youngest, Alexi, is a man of faith and a
natural optimist. These personalities are drawn out and tested in a crucible of conflict
and emotion as the author forces upon them fundamental questions of morality, faith,
reason and responsibility. This charged situation is pushed to its limit by the addition of
the unthinkable, murder and possible patricide. Using shifting viewpoints and delving
into the minds of his characters, Dostoevsky adopted fresh techniques to tell his widereaching story with power and startling effectiveness. The Brothers Karamazov remains
one of the most respected and celebrated novels in all literature and continues to
reward readers beyond expectation. With an eye-catching new cover, and
professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of The Brothers Karamazov is both
modern and readable.
This poignant text describes Tolstoy's heartfelt reexamination of Christian orthodoxy
and subsequent spiritual awakening. Generations of readers have been inspired by this
timeless account of one man's struggle for faith and meaning in life.
Does life have meaning? Is it possible for life to be meaningful when the world is filled
with suffering and when so much depends merely upon chance? Even if there is
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meaning, is there enough to justify living? These questions are difficult to resolve.
There are times in which we face the mundane, the illogically cruel, and the tragic,
which leave us to question the value of our lives. However, Iddo Landau argues, our
lives often are, or could be made, meaningfulwe've just been setting the bar too high for
evaluating what meaning there is. When it comes to meaning in life, Landau explains,
we have let perfect become the enemy of the good. We have failed to find life perfectly
meaningful, and therefore have failed to see any meaning in our lives. We must attune
ourselves to enhancing and appreciating the meaning in our lives, and Landau shows
us how to do that. In this warmly written book, rich with examples from the author's life,
film, literature, and history, Landau offers new theories and practical advice that
awaken us to the meaning already present in our lives and demonstrates how we can
enhance it. He confronts prevailing nihilist ideas that undermine our existence, and the
questions that dog us no matter what we believe. While exposing the weaknesses of
ideas that lead many to despair, he builds a strong case for maintaining more hope.
Along the way, he faces provocative questions: Would we choose to live forever if we
could? Does death render life meaningless? If we examine it in the context of the
immensity of the whole universe, can we consider life meaningful? If we feel empty
once we achieve our goals, and the pursuit of these goals is what gives us a sense of
meaning, then what can we do? Finding Meaning in an Imperfect World is likely to alter
the way you understand your life.
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In Orthodoxy, Chesterton wrote one of the greatest works of Christian apologetics. A
brilliant wit, Chesterton possessed a light writing style that paired common sense with
the philosophy of Christian personalism in an accessible form. A few decades earlier,
on the other side of the continent, Leo Tolstoy wrote of his own spiritual quests and his
journey from youthful nihilism and disbelief to his existential crisis of adulthood. He
asked: Does life possess any meaning that is not nullified by the certainty of death?
Count Tolstoy found spiritual healing by turning to the simple faith of the country folk.
This volume collects the views of two great writers and thinkers on questions of religion
and man's spiritual quest.
Hailed as one of the greatest novels of all time and a classic of world literature, War
and Peace is a tale of strivers in a world fraught with conflict, social and political
change, and spiritual confusion, Tolstoy's magnificent work continues to entertain,
enlighten, and inspire readers around the world. Both an intimate study of individual
passions and an epic history of Russia and its people, 'War and Peace' is nothing more
or less than a complete portrait of human existence. Among its many unforgettable
characters is Prince Andrey Bolkonsky, a proud, dashing man who, despising the
artifice of high society, joins the army to achieve glory. Badly wounded at Austerlitz, he
begins to discover the emptiness of everything to which he has devoted himself. His
death scene is considered one of the greatest passages in Russian literature. Terror
swiftly engulfs the country as Napoleon's army marches on Russia, and the lives of
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three young people are changed forever. The stories of quixotic Pierre, cynical Andrey
and impetuous Natasha interweave with a huge cast, from aristocrats and peasants, to
soldiers and Napoleon himself. In War and Peace (1868-9), Tolstoy entwines grand
themes—conflict and love, birth and death, free will and fate.

From the author of How Proust Can Change Your Life, a delightful, truly
consoling work that proves that philosophy can be a supreme source of help for
our most painful everyday problems. Perhaps only Alain de Botton could uncover
practical wisdom in the writings of some of the greatest thinkers of all time. But
uncover he does, and the result is an unexpected book of both solace and
humor. Dividing his work into six sections -- each highlighting a different psychic
ailment and the appropriate philosopher -- de Botton offers consolation for
unpopularity from Socrates, for not having enough money from Epicurus, for
frustration from Seneca, for inadequacy from Montaigne, and for a broken heart
from Schopenhauer (the darkest of thinkers and yet, paradoxically, the most
cheering). Consolation for envy -- and, of course, the final word on consolation -comes from Nietzsche: "Not everything which makes us feel better is good for
us." This wonderfully engaging book will, however, make us feel better in a good
way, with equal measures of wit and wisdom.
A Confession -- an essay by Leo Tolstoy on his religious thoughts -- shows the
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great author in process of looking for answers to profound questions that trouble
all who take them on: "What will come of my life?" and "What is the meaning of
life?" these are questions whose answers were an absolute requirement for
Tolstoy. In the course of the essay, Tolstoy shows different attempts to find
answers on the examples of science, philosophy, eastern wisdom, and the
opinions of his fellow novelists. . . . finding no workable solution in any of these,
Tolstoy recognizes the deep religious convictions of ordinary people as
containing the key to true answers. The first attempt at its publication took place
in 1882 (Russkaya Mysl, No 5), but Tolstoy's work was removed virtually from the
whole edition of the journal by Orthodox Church censorship.
1910. Anna Karenina and War and Peace have made Leo Tolstoy the world's
most famous author. But fame comes at a price. In the tumultuous final year of
his life, Tolstoy is desperate to find respite, so leaves his large family and the
hounding press behind and heads into the wilderness. Too ill to venture beyond
the tiny station of Astapovo, he believes his last days will pass in isolation. But as
we learn through the journals of those closest to him, the battle for Tolstoy's soul
will not be a peaceful one. Jay Parini introduces, translates and edits this
collection of Tolstoy's autobiographical writing, diaries, and letters related to the
last year of Tolstoy's life published to coincide with the 2009 film of Parini's novel
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The Last Station: A Novel of Tolstoy's Final Year.
“Over the past hundred years we have had numerous versions . . . of [Tolstoy’s]
major works. This volume, however, is arguably the best so far.” —Times Literary
Supplement In the last two days of his own life, Peter Carson completed these
new translations of The Death of Ivan Ilyich and Confession before he
succumbed to cancer in January 2013. Carson, the eminent British publisher,
editor, and translator who, in the words of his author Mary Beard, “had probably
more influence on the literary landscape of [England] over the past fifty years
than any other single person,” must have seen the irony of translating Ilyich,
Tolstoy’s profound meditation on death and loss, “but he pressed on regardless,
apparently refusing to be distracted by the parallel of literature and life.” In
Carson’s shimmering prose, these two transcendent works are presented in their
most faithful rendering in English. Unlike so many previous translations that have
tried to smooth out Tolstoy’s rough edges, Carson presents a translation that
captures the verisimilitude and psychological realism of the original Russian text.
Although best known for War and Peace and Anna Karenina, Leo Tolstoy did not
confine his literary talents to voluminous works. He was also a master of the
short story and the long story--the particularly Russian form known as povest'.
Each of the tales in this collection exhibits the rich detail, vivid narration, and
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startling truths that characterize Tolstoy's famous novels. Two unusual, intriguing
short stores — "Three Deaths" and "The Three Hermits" — appear here, along with
four powerful long stories: "Family Happiness," "The Devil," "Father Sergius," and
"Master and Man." "Family Happiness," the first story in this compilation, features
a Tolstoyan theme that recurs both here and elsewhere in the author's writings:
"The only certain happiness in life is to live for others." Written over a period of 40
years or more, these works display the author's evolving perspectives on love,
marriage, art, politics, and patriotism. They offer an eclectic introduction to the
great Russian writer's fiction as well as a feast for those&#x...
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