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Based on the most recent historical research and current debates about Wales
and Welshness, this volume offers the most up-to-date, authoritative and
accessible account of the period from Neanderthal times to the opening of the
Senedd, the new home of the National Assembly for Wales, in 2006. Within a
remarkably brief and stimulating compass, Geraint H. Jenkins explores the
emergence of Wales as a nation, its changing identities and values, and the
transformations its people experienced and survived throughout the centuries. In
the face of seemingly overwhelming odds, the Welsh never reconciled
themselves to political, social and cultural subordination, and developed
ingenious ways of maintaining a distinctive sense of their otherness. The book
ends with the coming of political devolution and the emergence of a greater
measure of cultural pluralism. Professor Jenkins's lavishly illustrated volume
provides enthralling material for scholars, students, general readers, and
travellers to Wales.
This brisk narrative charts the history of the United States Navy from its birth
during the American Revolution through its emergence as a global power amid
the world wars of the twentieth century and finally to its current role as a
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superpower in the twenty-first century.
A concise history of Italy from the fall of the Roman empire in the west to the
present day.
From Algeria and Libya to Egypt and Syria, the Arab world commands Western
headlines, even as its complex politics and cultures elude the grasp of most
Western readers and commentators. Perhaps no other region is so closely linked
to contemporary U.S. foreign policy, and nowhere else does the unfolding of
events have such significant consequences for America. A Concise History of the
Arabs argues that the key to understanding the Arab world today—and in the
years ahead—is unlocking its past. John McHugo takes the reader on a journey
through the political, social, and intellectual history of the Arabs from the Roman
Empire right up to the present day. His sweeping and fluent account describes in
vivid detail the mission of the Prophet Muhammad, the expansion of Islam, the
origins of Shiism, medieval and modern conflicts, the fall of the Ottoman Empire,
the interaction with Western ideas, the struggle to escape foreign domination, the
rise of Islamism, and the end of the era of dictators. McHugo reveals how the
Arab world came to have its present form, why change was inevitable, and what
choices lie ahead following the Arab Spring. This deeply informed and accessible
account is the perfect entry point for anyone seeking to comprehend this vital part
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of the world.
The second edition of this accessible study of Mexico includes two new features:
an examination of cultural developments since Independence from Spain in 1821
and a discussion of contemporary issues up to the time of publication. Several
new plates with captions expand the thematic coverage in the book. The updated
edition examines the administration of Vicente Fox, who came to power with the
elections of 2000. The new sections reinforce the importance of Mexico's long
and disparate history, from the Precolumbian era onwards, in shaping the country
as it is today. This Concise History looks at Mexico from political, economic and
cultural perspectives, and tackles controversial themes such as the impact of the
Spanish Conquest and the struggle to establish an independent Mexico. A broad
range of readers interested in the modern-day Americas should find here a
helpful introduction to this vibrant and dynamic North-American society.
For a small, prosperous country in the middle of Europe, modern Austria has a
very large and complex history, extending far beyond its current borders. Today's
Austrians have a problematic relationship with that history, whether with the multinational history of the Habsburg Monarchy, or with the time between 1938 and
1945 when Austrians were Germans in Hitler's Third Reich. Steven Beller's
gripping and comprehensive account traces the remarkable career of Austria
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through its many transformations, from German borderland, to dynastic
enterprise, imperial house, Central European great power, failed Alpine republic,
German province, and then successful Alpine republic, building up a picture of
the layers of Austrian identity and heritage and their diverse sources. It is a story
full of anomalies and ironies, a case study of the other side of European history,
without the easy answers of more clearly national narratives, and hence far more
relevant to today's world.
The crusades were a quintessentially medieval phenomenon, which both defined
and reflected the unique social forces that characterized Europe in the Middle
Ages. In this fascinating book, Thomas F. Madden places the crusades within the
medieval social, economic, religious, and intellectual environments that gave
birth to the movement and nurtured it for centuries. He also examines the impact
of the Crusades on the Islamic societies which were their primary target, as well
as discussing their implications for the Christian Byzantine East. This book will
provide students with an up-to-date and accessible introduction to both the
Crusades and medieval history.
With a chronological narrative that offers a truly global context, The Making of the
West: A Concise History tells the story of the cross-cultural exchanges that have
shaped Western history. This author-abridged version of the parent text offers the
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flexibility of a brief book along with a full-color map and art program and
comprehensive supplement options, including a free sourcebook. The result is a
brief book that, in addition to being an excellent price, is an excellent value.
This volume presents a survey of the rich heritage of the city of Massachusetts, showing how it
has long exerted an influence disproportionate to its size. The authors argue that the
experiences of the people of Massachusetts have been emblematic of larger themes in
American history.
To this day, Japan's modern ascendancy challenges many assumptions about world history,
particularly theories regarding the rise of the west and why the modern world looks the way it
does. In this engaging new history, Brett L. Walker tackles key themes regarding Japan's
relationships with its minorities, state and economic development, and the uses of science and
medicine. The book begins by tracing the country's early history through archaeological
remains, before proceeding to explore life in the imperial court, the rise of the samurai, civil
conflict, encounters with Europe, and the advent of modernity and empire. Integrating the
pageantry of a unique nation's history with today's environmental concerns, Walker's vibrant
and accessible new narrative then follows Japan's ascension from the ashes of World War II
into the thriving nation of today. It is a history for our times, posing important questions
regarding how we should situate a nation's history in an age of environmental and
climatological uncertainties.
A Concise History of the Middle East provides a comprehensive introduction to the history of
this turbulent region. Spanning from pre-Islam to the present day, it explores the evolution of
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Islamic institutions and culture, the influence of the West, modernization efforts in the Middle
East, the struggle of various peoples for political independence, the Arab–Israel conflict, the
reassertion of Islamic values and power, the issues surrounding the Palestinian Question, and
the Middle East post-9/11 and post-Arab uprisings. The twelfth edition has been fully revised to
reflect the most recent events in, and concerns of, the region, including the presence of ISIS
and other non-state actors, the civil wars in Syria and Yemen, and the refugee crisis. New
parts and part timelines will help students grasp and contextualize the long and complicated
history of the region. With updated biographical sketches and glossary, and a new concluding
chapter, this book remains the quintessential text for students of Middle East history.
From one of the world's leading historians?a comprehensive narrative of the 3,000 years that
have formed Asia's people, culture, and global destiny Tracing its origins in Mesopotamia to its
modern role on the global geopolitical stage, historian Arthur Cotterell offers a compelling,
lively, and readable account of one of the most culturally diverse, and often misunderstood,
parts of the world. Beginning with the emergence of the world's earliest civilization in 3000 BC,
Asia: A Concise History provides a fascinating look at the global convulsions?like the rise and
fall of Assyria and Persia, the medieval states that flourished after the advent of Islam, and the
modern transformations triggered by the lightning conquests of imperial Japan?that have
shaped the continent. Covers the great events and figures of Asian history, along with a look at
the monumental remains that bear witness to those times: the ziggurats of Iraq, the Taj Mahal,
the Great Wall of China, the temple of Angkor Wat Includes fascinating slices of history,
including funeral arrangements for Qin Shi Huangdi in 210 BC; an extract from Lord
Macartney's journal of his 1793 diplomatic mission to the Qing emperor Qian Long; and
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Toyotomi Hideyoshi's edict of 1587 banning firearms in Japan Features boxed inserts of
special interest?like a Babylonian recipe for lamb stew circa 1500 BC Contains over 100
illustrations, maps, and photos Other books by Cotterell: The Minoan World, The First Emperor
of China, The Encyclopedia of Mythology, and Chariot Destined to become a reference staple
for history buffs and students of Asian history, Asia: A Concise History offers readers a
breathtaking narrative and wealth of detail that make the formative periods, key events, and
personalities from this once remote part of the world come alive.
Born out of violence and the aspirations of its early settlers, the United States of America has
become one of the world's most powerful nations. The book begins in colonial America as the
first Europeans arrived, lured by the promise of financial profit, driven by religious piety and
accompanied by diseases which would ravage the native populations. It explores the tensions
inherent in a country built on slave labour in the name of liberty, one forced to assert its unity
and reassess its ideals in the face of secession and civil war, and one that struggled to
establish moral supremacy, military security and economic stability during the financial crises
and global conflicts of the twentieth century. Woven through this richly crafted study of
America's shifting social and political landscapes are the multiple voices of the nation's history:
slaves and slave owners, revolutionaries and reformers, soldiers and statesmen, immigrants
and refugees. These voices help define the United States at the dawn of a new century.
An incisive account of the entire history of historical writing worldwide by one of the leading
intellects in the field.
One hundred and fifty years after the first shots were fired on Fort Sumter, the Civil War still
captures the American imagination, and its reverberations can still be felt throughout America's
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social and political landscape. Louis P. Masur's The Civil War: A Concise History offers a
masterful and eminently readable overview of the war's multiple causes and catastrophic
effects. Masur begins by examining the complex origins of the war, focusing on the pulsating
tensions over states rights and slavery. The book then proceeds to cover, year by year, the
major political, social, and military events, highlighting two important themes: how the war
shifted from a limited conflict to restore the Union to an all-out war that would fundamentally
transform Southern society, and the process by which the war ultimately became a battle to
abolish slavery. Masur explains how the war turned what had been a loose collection of fiercely
independent states into a nation, remaking its political, cultural, and social institutions. But he
also focuses on the soldiers themselves, both Union and Confederate, whose stories constitute
nothing less than America's Iliad. In the final chapter Masur considers the aftermath of the
South's surrender at Appomattox and the clash over the policies of reconstruction that
continued to divide President and Congress, conservatives and radicals, Southerners and
Northerners for years to come. In 1873, Mark Twain and Charles Dudley wrote that the war
had "wrought so profoundly upon the entire national character that the influence cannot be
measured short of two or three generations." From the vantage of the war's sesquicentennial,
this concise history of the entire Civil War era offers an invaluable introduction to the dramatic
events whose effects are still felt today.
A Concise History of the Hawaiian Islands covers the major events and personalities in
Hawaiian history from the first human landfall in the islands to the arrival of Captain Cook,
through the sovereignty movement of the late 1990's to the administration of the current
governor, Linda Lingle. Included are accounts of missionaries and whalers, ali'i and kahuna,
Page 8/17

Get Free A Concise History Of The Catholic Church
the Hawaiian Monarchy, the attack on Pearl Harbor, and the rise and fall of the sugar industry.
The history comes to life through illustrations and interesting anecdotes. By investing a couple
of hours the casual reader can greatly increase the depth of his or her understanding of the
events that have shaped and continue to shape these magical islands.
This book provides succinct coverage of the history of South Africa from the introduction of
agriculture 1500 years ago up to and including the government of Nelson Mandela.
In its first Spanish edition, Herbert Klein's A Concise History of Bolivia won immediate
acceptance within Bolivia as the new standard history of this important nation. Surveying
Bolivia's economic, social, cultural and political evolution from the arrival of early man in the
Andes to the present, this current version brings the history of this society up to the present
day, covering the fundamental changes that have occurred since the National Revolution of
1952 and the return of democracy in 1982. These changes have included the introduction of
universal education and the rise of the mestizos and Indian populations to political power for
the first time in national history. This second edition brings this story through the first
administration of the first self-proclaimed Indian president in national history and the major
changes that the government of Evo Morales has introduced in Bolivian society, politics and
economics.
A Concise History of the Caribbean presents a general history of the Caribbean islands from
the beginning of human settlement about seven thousand years ago to the present. It narrates
processes of early human migration, the disastrous consequences of European colonization,
the development of slavery and the slave trade, the extraordinary profits earned by the
plantation economy, the great revolution in Haiti, movements toward political independence,
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the Cuban Revolution, and the diaspora of Caribbean people. Written in a lively and accessible
style yet current with the most recent research, the book provides a compelling narrative of
Caribbean history essential for students and visitors.
Expanded and updated for the new millennium. Covering the life of Christ, the election of Pope
Benedict XVI, and everything in between, A Concise History of the Catholic Church has been
one of the bestselling religious histories of the past two decades and a mainstay for scholars,
students, and others looking for a definitive, accessible history of Catholicism. With a clarity
that will appeal to any reader, Thomas Bokenkotter divides his study into five parts that
correspond to the major historical and epochal developments in Catholicism. His authoritative,
thorough approach takes readers from the Church’s triumph over paganism, through "the
sound and fury of renewal," to a new section devoted to such topics as dissent and current
developments in the ecumenical movement. Informative illustrations throughout the book, new
to this edition, enrich the reader's experience, and the addition of a wide-ranging bibliography
increases its value as a sourcebook.
Engaging history of the rich cultural, social and political life of Spain from prehistoric times to
the present.
The Baltic region is frequently neglected in broader histories of Europe and its international
significance can be obscured by separate treatments of the various Baltic states. With this
wide-ranging survey, Andrejs Plakans presents an integrated history of three Baltic peoples Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians - and draws out the common threads to show how it has
been shaped by their location in a strategically desirable corner of Europe. Subordinated in
turn by Baltic German landholders, the Polish nobility and gentry, and then by Russian and
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Soviet administrators, the three nations have nevertheless kept their distinctive identities significantly retaining three separate languages in an ethnically diverse region. The book
traces the countries' evolution from their ninth-century tribal beginnings to their present status
as three thriving and separate nation states, focusing particularly on the region's complex
twentieth-century history, which culminated in the eventual re-establishment of national
sovereignty after 1991.
The first part of the study discusses the origins of the Armenians, the Urartian Kingdom,
Armenia and the Achaemenid, Seleucid, Parthian, Roman, Sasanid and Byzantine periods. It
also examines Christinaity in Armenia and the development of an alphabet and literature. The
work then continues with the history of Armenia during the Arab, Turkish and Mongol periods.
A separate chapter deals with the history of Cilician Armenia and the Crusades. The second
part concentrates on the Armenian communities in the Ottoman, Persian, Indian, and Russian
empires (1500-1918). It also details the Armenian diaspora in Eastern and Western Europe,
Africa, the Arab World, the Far East, and the Americas. The study concludes with lengthy
chapters on the history of the three Armenian republics (1918-1920); (1921-1991Soviet
Armenia); and the current Armenian republic (1991-2001).
In an ever-shrinking world, the need for a global perspective in dealing with the modern world
has become acute. This book attempts to provide such a perspective by investigating the
major changes in geopolitics and world economy during the past 500 years. However compact,
it enables us to understand the present unravelling of Communism and the growing challenge
from Asia to Western Superiority. It is shown that in so many ways the problems of the
contemporary world spring from the unprecedented era of western domination, which the nonPage 11/17
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western world is now trying to unlive.

This concise yet rich introduction to the French Revolution explores the origins,
development, and eventual decline of a movement that defines France to this day.
Through an accessible chronological narrative, Sylvia Neely explains the complex
events, conflicting groups, and rapid changes that characterized this critical period in
French history. She traces the fundamental transformations in government and society
that forced the French to come up with new ways of thinking about their place in the
world, ultimately leading to liberalism, conservatism, terrorism, and modern nationalism.
Throughout, the author focuses on the essential political events that propelled the
Revolution, at the same time deftly interweaving the intellectual, social, diplomatic,
military, and cultural history of the time. Neely explains how the difficult choices made
by the royal government and the revolutionaries alike not only brought on the collapse
of the Old Regime but moved the nation into increasingly radical policies, to the Terror,
and finally to the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte. Written with clarity and nuance, this work
offers a deeply knowledgeable understanding of the political possibilities available at
any given moment in the course of the Revolution, placing them in a broad social
context. All readers interested in France and revolutionary history will find this an
engaging and rewarding read.
An illustrated introduction to Mexico's historical and contemporary issues, problems and
events.
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Accessible to students, tourists and general readers alike, this book provides a broad
overview of Russian history since the ninth century. Paul Bushkovitch emphasizes the
enormous changes in the understanding of Russian history resulting from the end of the
Soviet Union in 1991. Since then, new material has come to light on the history of the
Soviet era, providing new conceptions of Russia's pre-revolutionary past. The book
traces not only the political history of Russia, but also developments in its literature, art
and science. Bushkovitch describes well-known cultural figures, such as Chekhov,
Tolstoy and Mendeleev, in their institutional and historical contexts. Though the 1917
revolution, the resulting Soviet system and the Cold War were a crucial part of Russian
and world history, Bushkovitch presents earlier developments as more than just a
prelude to Bolshevik power.
This book tells the story of humankind as producers and reproducers from the
Paleolithic to the present. Renowned social and cultural historian Merry Wiesner-Hanks
brings a new perspective to world history by examining social and cultural
developments across the globe, including families and kin groups, social and gender
hierarchies, sexuality, race and ethnicity, labor, religion, consumption, and material
culture. She examines how these structures and activities changed over time through
local processes and interactions with other cultures, highlighting key developments that
defined particular eras such as the growth of cities or the creation of a global trading
network. Incorporating foragers, farmers and factory workers along with shamans,
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scribes and secretaries, the book widens and lengthens human history. It makes
comparisons and generalizations, but also notes diversities and particularities, as it
examines the social and cultural matters that are at the heart of big questions in world
history today.
Whether used for personal reference or as a text for a class in the history of the wind
band this book is the most comprehensive single-volume history of the wind band ever
written. This volume draws on the author's multi-volume History and Literature of the
Wind Band and follows the development of the wind band through the civic, court,
church and military performances of the Ancient World through the nineteenth century.
This book provides a clear and informative guide to the twists and turns of German
history from the early middle ages to the present day. The multi-faceted, problematic
history of the German lands has provided a wide range of debates and differences of
interpretation. Mary Fulbrook provides a crisp synthesis of a vast array of historical
material, and explores the interrelationships between social, political and cultural
factors in the light of scholarly controversies. First published in 1990, A Concise History
of Germany appeared in an updated edition in 1992, and in a second edition in 2004. It
is the only single-volume history of Germany in English which offers a broad, general
coverage. It has become standard reading for all students of German, European
studies and history, and is a useful guide to general readers, members of the business
community and travellers to Germany.
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A revised and extended edition of Richard Clogg's introduction to the history of modern
Greece.
A Concise History of the United States of AmericaCambridge University Press
Looks at the decay of the tsarist empire and the causes of the Revolution, discusses
the aims of the Bolshevik party, and recounts the major events of the conflict
Few countries in Europe have undergone such rapid social, political and economic
changes as Finland has during the last fifty years. David Kirby here sets out the
fascinating history of this northern country, for centuries on the east-west divide of
Europe, a country not blessed by nature, most of whose inhabitants still earned a living
from farming fifty years ago, but which today is one of the most prosperous members of
the European Union. He shows how this small country was able not only to survive in
peace and war but also to preserve and develop its own highly distinctive identity,
neither Scandinavian nor Eastern European. He traces the evolution of the idea of a
Finnish national state, from the long centuries as part of the Swedish realm, through
self-government within the Russian Empire, and into the stormy and tragic birth of the
independent state in the twentieth century.
This volume comprises an excellent introductory survey of Christian missions from A.D.
30 to the twentieth century.
This study resource includes commentary, definitions, identifications, map exercises,
short-answer exercises, and essay questions.
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Presents an account of Chinese history, from prehistoric times through the postRevolution era.
An introduction to the core Christian doctrines, the historical context in which they
arose, and their ongoing importance to contemporary Christian belief and practice.
Justo González has long been recognized as one of our best teachers and interpreters
of the church's belief and history. In this new volume he lays out the answers to three
questions crucial to understanding the Christian tradition: First, what are the core
Christian doctrines? What ideas and convictions form the heart of Christian identity?
Second, Where did these doctrines come from? What are the historical contexts in
which they first rose to prominence? How have they developed across the history of the
church? Finally, what do these doctrines mean today? What claims do they continue to
place on Christian belief and practice in the twenty-first century? Written with the clarity
and insight for which González is famous, A Short History of Christian Doctrine will
serve the needs of students in church history, historical theology, and systematic
theology classes in college/university settings, as well as seminaries/theological
schools.
This book provides a history of the New Deal, exploring the institutional, political, and
cultural changes experienced by the United States during the Great Depression.
This comprehensive and engaging new history traces Switzerland's changeable
development from its medieval origins to the present.
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