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A sweeping, authoritative history of 16th-century Spain
and its legendary conquistadors, whose ambitious and
morally contradictory campaigns propelled a small
European kingdom to become one of the formidable
empires in the world “The depth of research in this book
is astonishing, but even more impressive is the analytical
skill Cervantes applies. . . . [He] conveys complex
arguments in delightfully simple language, and most
importantly knows how to tell a good story.” —The Times
(London) Over the few short decades that followed
Christopher Columbus's first landing in the Caribbean in
1492, Spain conquered the two most powerful
civilizations of the Americas: the Aztecs of Mexico and
the Incas of Peru. Hernán Cortés, Francisco Pizarro, and
the other explorers and soldiers that took part in these
expeditions dedicated their lives to seeking political and
religious glory, helping to build an empire unlike any the
world had ever seen. But centuries later, these
conquistadors have become the stuff of nightmares. In
their own time, they were glorified as heroic adventurers,
spreading Christian culture and helping to build an
empire unlike any the world had ever seen. Today, they
stand condemned for their cruelty and exploitation as
men who decimated ancient civilizations and carried out
horrific atrocities in their pursuit of gold and glory. In
Conquistadores, acclaimed Mexican historian Fernando
Cervantes—himself a descendent of one of the
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conquistadors—cuts through the layers of myth and fiction
to help us better understand the context that gave rise to
the conquistadors' actions. Drawing upon previously
untapped primary sources that include diaries, letters,
chronicles, and polemical treatises, Cervantes immerses
us in the late-medieval, imperialist, religious world of
16th-century Spain, a world as unfamiliar to us as the
Indigenous peoples of the New World were to the
conquistadors themselves. His thought-provoking,
illuminating account reframes the story of the Spanish
conquest of the New World and the half-century that
irrevocably altered the course of history.
"A Short History of Spain" by Mary Platt Parmele.
Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide
range of titles that encompasses every genre. From wellknown classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to
forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world literature,
we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good
Press edition has been meticulously edited and
formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and
devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are userfriendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality
digital format.
What happens in Spain, among the euro zone's largest
economies, matters. Its high unemployment (over 26%),
burgeoning public debt, and banking crisis will be
formative for the zone's future. In Spain: What Everyone
Needs to Know®, a timely addition to Oxford's acclaimed
What Everyone Needs to Know® series, veteran
journalist William Chislett provides much-needed political
and historical context for Spain's current economic and
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political predicament. Chislett recounts the country's
fascinating and often turbulent history, beginning with the
Muslim conquest in 711 and ending with the nation's
deep economic crisis, sparked by the spectacular
collapse of its real estate and construction sectors in
2010. He explains the country's transition from
dictatorship to democracy and covers such issues as the
creation of a welfare state, the influx of immigrants,
internal strife from the separatist Catalan region, the
effects of stringent austerity measures, the strengths and
weaknesses of the economy, and how the country can
create a more sustainable economic model for the future.
In a concise, question-and-answer format that allows
readers to quickly access areas of particular interest, the
book addresses a wide range of questions, including:
What was the legacy of the Muslim presence between
711 and 1492? How did the Spanish Empire Arise? What
were the causes of the 1936-39 Civil War? Why did the
Socialists win a landslide victory in the 1982 election?
What was the impact of European Economic Community
membership? What is the violent Basque separatist
group ETA? What caused the banking crisis? and more.
This engaging overview covers a wide sweep of Spanish
history and helps readers understand Spain's place in
the world today. What Everyone Needs to Know® is a
registered trademark of Oxford University Press.
An updated edition of a classic introduction to Portugal's
history.
Simon Barton provides an up-to-date analysis of the
historical development of Spain from its origins to
modern times.
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A Concise History of SpainA Concise History of
SpainCambridge University Press
This Very Short Introduction offers a powerfully-written
explanation of the Spanish Civil war's complex origins
and course, and explores its impact on a personal and
international scale. It examines Spanish participation in
European resistance movements during World War II
and also the ongoing civil war waged politically,
economically, judicially and culturally inside Spain by
Francoism after its military victory in 1939. During this
time, history writing itself became a battleground, and the
book charts the Franco regime's attempt to appropriate
the past. Graham has provided an ethical reflection on
the war in the context of Europe's tumultuous twentieth
century, highlighting why it has inspired some of the
greatest writers of our time, and how the effects of this
regime continue to resonate today in Britain, continental
Europe, and beyond.
At its peak the Spanish empire stretched from Italy and the
Netherlands to Peru and the Philippines. Its influence remains
very significant to the history of Europe and the Americas.
Maltby provides a concise and readable history of the
empire's dramatic rise and fall, with special emphasis on the
economy, institutions and intellectual movements.
This groundbreaking study will prompt further reassessments
of the other Roman provinces and of medieval Spanish
history.
Long neglected by European historians, the unspeakable
atrocities of Franco’s Spain are finally brought to tragic light
in this definitive work. Evoking such classics as Anne
Applebaum’s Gulag and Robert Conquest’s The Great
Terror, The Spanish Holocaust sheds light on one of the
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darkest and most unexamined eras of modern European
history. As Spain finally reclaims its historical memory, a full
picture can now be drawn of the atrocities of Franco’s
Spain—from torture and judicial murders to the abuse of
women and children. Paul Preston provides an unforgettable
account of the systematic terror carried out by Spain’s fascist
government.
'The book, which is nicely illustrated, contains nine essays...
which cover the history of Spain, still unfamliar to most
English-speakers, from prehistoric times to the present. The
essays are well written by experts in that particular period and
show how many of the trends we usually regard as 'postFranco' have been about for some time in the ebb and flow of
Spanish history.' -Contemp. Rev.From Roman times to the
present day, Spain has occupied a significant role in the
evolution of our Western world. In this one volume, under the
editorship of Sir Raymond Carr, leading scholars present an
overview of the political, economic, social, and intellectual
factors which have shaped Spanish history over the last two
thousand years.
The second edition of this accessible study of Mexico
includes two new features: an examination of cultural
developments since Independence from Spain in 1821 and a
discussion of contemporary issues up to the time of
publication. Several new plates with captions expand the
thematic coverage in the book. The updated edition examines
the administration of Vicente Fox, who came to power with
the elections of 2000. The new sections reinforce the
importance of Mexico's long and disparate history, from the
Precolumbian era onwards, in shaping the country as it is
today. This Concise History looks at Mexico from political,
economic and cultural perspectives, and tackles controversial
themes such as the impact of the Spanish Conquest and the
struggle to establish an independent Mexico. A broad range
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of readers interested in the modern-day Americas should find
here a helpful introduction to this vibrant and dynamic NorthAmerican society.
Map best viewed on a tablet device. An account of the
Spanish civil war which portrays the struggles of the war, as
well as discussing the wider implications of the revolution in
the Republican zone, the emergence of brutal dictatorship on
the nationalist side and the extent to which the Spanish war
prefigured World War II.
Since its publication in 2007, A Brief History of the Spanish
Language has become the leading introduction to the history
of one of the world’s most widely spoken languages. Moving
from the language’s Latin roots to its present-day forms, this
concise book offers readers insights into the origin and
evolution of Spanish, the historical and cultural changes that
shaped it, and its spread around the world. A Brief History of
the Spanish Language focuses on the most important
aspects of the development of the Spanish language,
eschewing technical jargon in favor of straightforward
explanations. Along the way, it answers many of the common
questions that puzzle native speakers and non-native
speakers alike, such as: Why do some regions use tú while
others use vos? How did the th sound develop in Castilian?
And why is it la mesa but el agua? David A. Pharies, a worldrenowned expert on the history and development of Spanish,
has updated this edition with new research on all aspects of
the evolution of Spanish and current demographic
information. This book is perfect for anyone with a basic
understanding of Spanish and a desire to further explore its
roots. It also provides an ideal foundation for further study in
any area of historical Spanish linguistics and early Spanish
literature. A Brief History of the Spanish Language is a grand
journey of discovery, revealing in a beautifully compact format
the fascinating story of the language in both Spain and
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Spanish America.
A cultural and intellectual history that explains the intersection
of politics and culture, and the formation of a national identity,
during Spain's Second Republic and Civil War. It counters
recent scholarship claiming that leaders of the Second
Republic had no programmes for inventing traditions to
encourage a Spanish national identity.
This book surveys and evaluates Indian revolts in northern
New Spain during the years 1680-1786 in terms of specific
Indian revolts, Spanish Indian policy over time, and relations
between Spaniards, mestizo frontiersmen, and Indians. In this
study, northern New Spain refers to what is now the Mexican
North and the southwestern United States. This northern
frontier came to encompass the provinces of Nueva Vizcaya,
New Mexico, Sonora, Coahuila, Texas, Sinaloa, and the two
Californias. This territory eventually became a separate,
distinct administrative unit of colonial Spanish America.
Contents: Settlement of Northern New Spain; Times of
Trouble: Rise of the Tepehuan and Tarahumara Barrier; The
Pueblo and Tarahumara Revolts; Missionaries and
Bureaucrats: A Chaotic Arrangement; Frontier Warfare: A
Legacy of Revolt 1724-1754; The Reorganization of Presidio
Defenses; Creation of the Commandancy General and the
Yuma Bid for Freedom, 1776-1782; Seri, Tarahumara, and
Gileno Resist Military Defense on the Northern Frontier.
A fun and interesting book about Spain. It comes packed with
fun and juicy trivia, fun facts and interesting stories about the
great country of Spain.
The rich cultural and political life of Spain has emerged from
its complex history, from the diversity of its peoples, and from
continual contact with outside influences. This book traces
that history from prehistoric times to the present, focusing
particularly on culture, society, politics, and personalities.
Written in an engaging style, it introduces readers to the key
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themes that have shaped Spain's history and culture. These
include its varied landscapes and climates; the impact of
waves of diverse human migrations; the importance of its
location as a bridge between the Atlantic and the
Mediterranean and Europe and Africa; and religion,
particularly militant Catholic Christianity and its centuries of
conflict with Islam and Protestantism, as well as debates over
the place of the Church in modern Spain. Illustrations, maps,
and a guide to further reading, major cultural figures, and
places to see, make the history of this fascinating country
come alive.
"The origins of the Spanish novel date back to the early
picaresque novels and Don Quixote, in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, and the history of the genre in Spain
presents the reader with such iconic works as Galdaos's
Fortunata and Jacinta, Clarain's La Regenta, or Unamuno's
Mist. A History of the Spanish Novel traces the developments
of Spanish prose fiction in order to offer a comprehensive and
detailed account of this important literary tradition. It opens
with an introductory chapter that examines the evolution of
the novel in Spain, with particular attention to the rise and
emergence of the novel as a genre, during the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, and the bearing of Golden-Age fiction
in later novelists of all periods. The introduction
contextualizes the Spanish novel in the circumstances and
milestones of Spain's history, and in the wider setting of
European literature. The volume is comprised of chapters
presented diachronically, from the sixteenth to the twenty-first
century and others concerned with specific traditions (the
chivalric romance, the picaresque, the modernist novel, the
avant-gardist novel) and with some of the most salient
authors (Cervantes, Zayas, Pardo Bazaan Galdaos, and
Baroja). A History of the Spanish Novel takes the reader
across the centuries to reveal the captivating life of the
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Spanish novel tradition, in all its splendour, and its
phenomenal contribution to Western literature"--Back cover of
book jacket.
Highlighting the most important events, ideas, and individuals
that shaped modern Europe, A Concise History of Modern
Europe provides a readable, succinct history of the continent
from the Enlightenment and the French Revolution to the
present day. Avoiding a detailed, lengthy chronology, the
book focuses on key events and ideas to explore the causes
and consequences of revolutions—be they political, economic,
or scientific; the origins and development of human rights and
democracy; and issues of European identity. Any reader
needing a broad overview of the sweep of European history
since 1789 will find this book, published in a first edition under
the title Revolutionary Europe, an engaging and cohesive
narrative.
Spanish-American War "A splendid little war "- that's how one
contemporary observer described the Spanish-American War,
a war that is arguably one of the most important wars ever
fought. The duration was short and the victory decisive, thus
little and splendid, the latter, at least, from the victor's point of
view. The impacts of the war, however, were anything but
little. In fact, the aftermath of the Spanish-American War is
still affecting global affairs today. The dominant superpowers
of 1898 watched as a new player on the international scene,
the United States, shifted its ideology from isolationism to
expansionism, and emerged as a force to reckoned with, a
true superpower. Inside you will read about... - Prelude to
War - First Blood - The Pacific Theatre - The Caribbean
Theatre - War's End And much more! The result was a series
of bloody battles fought in both the Caribbean and the Pacific
over Spanish territorial holdings. This eBook takes the reader
on a journey from what set the stage for war to the aftermaths
that continue to impact each of the players in the present day.
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From the explosion that sank the USS Maine to the recent
detente in Cuban-American relations, this eBook describes
the events and their consequences in a thorough yet concise
manner that is enjoyable to read and packed with historical
information.
The Golden Age of the Spanish Empire would establish five
centuries of Western supremacy across the globe and usher
in an era of transatlantic exploration that eventually gave rise
to the modern world. It was a time of discovery and
adventure, of great political and social change-it was a time
when Spain learned to rule the world. Assembling a
spectacular cast of legendary characters like the Duke of
Alba, El Greco, Miguel de Cervantes, and Diego Velázquez,
Robert Goodwin brings the Spanish Golden Age to life with
the vivid clarity and gripping narrative of an epic novel. From
scholars and playwrights, to poets and soldiers, Goodwin is in
complete command of the history of this tumultuous and
exciting period. But the superstars alone will not tell the whole
tale-Goodwin delves deep to find previously unrecorded
sources and accounts of how Spain's Golden Age would
unfold, and ultimately, unravel. Spain is a sweeping and
revealing portrait of Spain at the height of its power and a
world at the dawn of the modern age.
The present work is an attempt to give in one volume the
main features of Spanish history from the standpoint of
America. It should serve almost equally well for residents of
both the English-speaking and the Spanish American
countries, since the underlying idea has been that Americans
generally are concerned with the growth of that Spanish
civilization which was transmitted to the new world. One of
the chief factors in American life today is that of the relations
between Anglo-Saxon and Hispanic America. They are
becoming increasingly important. The southern republics
themselves are forging ahead; on the other hand many of
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them are still dangerously weak, leaving possible openings
for the not unwilling old world powers; and some of the richest
prospective markets of the globe are in those as yet scantily
developed lands. The value of a better understanding
between the peoples of the two Americas, both for the
reasons just named and for many others, scarcely calls for
argument. It is almost equally clear that one of the essentials
to such an understanding is a comprehension of Spanish
civilization, on which that of the Spanish American peoples so
largely depends. That information this volume aims to
provide.
One of the world's leading authorities on the history of Spain
provides an authoritative overview of the vital role that country
has played in the history of the Western world. of illustrations.
70 b&w illustrations.
Engaging history of the rich cultural, social and political life of
Spain from prehistoric times to the present.
Updated from the original 1999 publication, The History of
Spain examines Spain's long and fascinating history, from the
earliest cave dwellers of Altamira to today's current political
strife with Catalonia. • Includes a timeline of significant
events, providing students with an at-a-glance overview of
Spain's history • Provides an appendix of Notable People in
the History of Spain with brief biographies of those who have
made important contributions to the country's history. •
Supports the text with photos and maps • Features an
annotated bibliography with detailed information on further
resources for personal research
Despite being relatively brief, this very readable history
covers environmental, political, social, economic, cultural and
artistic elements, and is very open to regional variations and
to the extent that the history of the peninsula and of its
political groupings was far from inevitable. Its tone is
accessible, supported by boxes providing supplemental
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information, and is perfect for travellers to Spain.
From bloodthirsty conquest to exotic romance, stereotypes of
Spain abound. This new volume by distinguished historian
Stanley G. Payne draws on his half-century of experience to
offer a balanced, broadly chronological survey of Spanish
history from the Visigoths to the present. Who were the first
“Spaniards”? Is Spain a fully Western country? Was Spanish
liberalism a failure? Examining Spain’s unique role in the
larger history of Western Europe, Payne reinterprets key
aspects of the country’s history. Topics include Muslim
culture in the peninsula, the Spanish monarchy, the empire,
and the relationship between Spain and Portugal. Turning to
the twentieth century, Payne discusses the Second Republic
and the Spanish Civil War. The book’s final chapters focus
on the Franco regime, the nature of Spanish fascism, and the
special role of the military. Analyzing the figure of Franco
himself, Payne seeks to explain why some Spaniards still
regard him with respect, while many others view the late
dictator with profound loathing. Framed by reflections on the
author’s own formation as a Hispanist and his evaluation of
the controversy about “historical memory” in contemporary
Spain, this volume offers deeply informed insights into both
the history and the historiography of a unique country. A
Choice Outstanding Academic Book Best Books for General
Audiences, selected by the Public Library Association

This concise, illustrated volume explores the
remarkable history of Spain -- a thriving centre of
Islamic civilisation for many centuries until its
conquest by the Christian kings. Before long, this
country has expanded to become one of the world's
greatest empires, with traces of itc culture, language,
and religion throughout the world. Among other
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historical topics, the author recounts events of the
20th century in which Spain descended into a bloody
civil war and years of dictatorship, and emerged,
almost miraculously, as a fully democratic state.
A concise history of Italy from the fall of the Roman
empire in the west to the present day.
Provides students with an engaging and thorough
overview of the history of Spanish and its
development from Latin.
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