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A Concise History Of Korea From Antiquity To The Present
Now in a fully revised and updated edition, this history of modern Korea explores the social, economic, and political issues it has
faced since being catapulted into the wider world at the end of the nineteenth century. Placing this formerly insular society in a
global context, Michael J. Seth describes how this ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous society first fell victim to
Japanese imperialist expansionism, and then was arbitrarily divided in half after World War II. Seth traces the postwar paths of the
two Koreas—with different political and social systems and different geopolitical orientations—as they evolved into sharply
contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start, became one of the few postcolonial developing states to enter the
ranks of the first world, with a globally competitive economy, a democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic
culture. By contrast, North Korea became one of the world's most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an
impoverished and famine-stricken population. Considering the radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the
two Koreas, Seth assesses the insights they offer for understanding not only modern Korea but the broader perspective of world
history. All readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and cogent book.
Now in a fully revised and updated edition including new primary sources and illustrations, this engaging text provides a concise
history of Korea from the beginning of human settlement in the region through the late nineteenth century. Michael J. Seth’s
thorough chronological narrative equally emphasizes social, cultural, and political history. Students will be especially drawn to
descriptions of everyday life for both elite and nonelite members of society during various historical periods. The book emphasizes
how Korean history can be understood as part of an interactive sphere that includes three basic areas: China, Japan, and the
Manchurian/Central Asian region. Throughout, Seth draws comparisons between developments in Korea and those in neighboring
regions. All readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and cogent book.
The first English-language history of Korea to appear in more than a decade, this translation offers Western readers a distillation of
the latest and best scholarship on Korean history and culture from the earliest times to the student revolution of 1960. The most
widely read and respected general history, A New History of Korea (Han’guksa sillon) was first published in 1961 and has
undergone two major revisions and updatings. Translated twice into Japanese and currently being translated into Chinese as well,
Ki-baik Lee’s work presents a new periodization of his country’s history, based on a fresh analysis of the changing composition of
the leadership elite. The book is noteworthy, too, for its full and integrated discussion of major currents in Korea’s cultural history.
The translation, three years in preparation, has been done by specialists in the field.
From one of the world's leading historians?a comprehensive narrative of the 3,000 years that have formed Asia's people, culture,
and global destiny Tracing its origins in Mesopotamia to its modern role on the global geopolitical stage, historian Arthur Cotterell
offers a compelling, lively, and readable account of one of the most culturally diverse, and often misunderstood, parts of the world.
Beginning with the emergence of the world's earliest civilization in 3000 BC, Asia: A Concise History provides a fascinating look at
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the global convulsions?like the rise and fall of Assyria and Persia, the medieval states that flourished after the advent of Islam, and
the modern transformations triggered by the lightning conquests of imperial Japan?that have shaped the continent. Covers the
great events and figures of Asian history, along with a look at the monumental remains that bear witness to those times: the
ziggurats of Iraq, the Taj Mahal, the Great Wall of China, the temple of Angkor Wat Includes fascinating slices of history, including
funeral arrangements for Qin Shi Huangdi in 210 BC; an extract from Lord Macartney's journal of his 1793 diplomatic mission to
the Qing emperor Qian Long; and Toyotomi Hideyoshi's edict of 1587 banning firearms in Japan Features boxed inserts of special
interest?like a Babylonian recipe for lamb stew circa 1500 BC Contains over 100 illustrations, maps, and photos Other books by
Cotterell: The Minoan World, The First Emperor of China, The Encyclopedia of Mythology, and Chariot Destined to become a
reference staple for history buffs and students of Asian history, Asia: A Concise History offers readers a breathtaking narrative and
wealth of detail that make the formative periods, key events, and personalities from this once remote part of the world come alive.
The Korean War, which began in 1950 and ended in 1953, is not considered one of the major wars of the twentieth century.
However, in reality, it was profoundly impactful on global history. As an early crisis of the Cold War, it set important precedents for
how conflicts would be handled during this era. But also, it has shaped Korea’s history for more than half a century. Inside you will
read about... ? Korea before World War II ? The End of World War II and the Cold War Context ? The Korean War Begins ? The
United States Enters the Korean War ? The Korean War Escalates ? Stalemate at the 38th Parallel ? After the War It was
destructive, and brought many atrocities on both sides. What is more, still to this day, Korea remains divided along the 38th
parallel, and the people of North and South Korea live very different lives.
A History of the Korean Language is the first book on the subject ever published in English. It traces the origin, formation, and
various historical stages through which the language has passed, from Old Korean through to the present day. Each chapter
begins with an account of the historical and cultural background. A comprehensive list of the literature of each period is then
provided and the textual record described, along with the script or scripts used to write it. Finally, each stage of the language is
analyzed, offering new details supplementing what is known about its phonology, morphology, syntax, and lexicon. The
extraordinary alphabetic materials of the 15th and 16th centuries are given special attention, and are used to shed light on earlier,
pre-alphabetic periods.
Now in a fully revised and updated edition including new primary sources and illustrations, this comprehensive book surveys
Korean history from Neolithic times to the present. Michael J. Seth explores the origins and development of Korean society,
politics, and still little-known cultural heritage from their inception to the two Korean states of today. Telling the remarkable story of
the origins and evolution of a society that borrowed and adopted from abroad, Seth describes how various tribal peoples in the
peninsula came together to form one of the world’s most distinctive communities. He shows how this ancient, culturally and
ethnically homogeneous society was wrenched into the world of late-nineteenth-century imperialism, fell victim to Japanese
expansionism, and then became arbitrarily divided into two opposed halves, North and South, after World War II. Tracing the postPage 2/10
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war years since 1945, the book explains how the two Koreas, with their deeply different political and social systems and
geopolitical orientations, evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start, became one of the
few postcolonial developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with a globally competitive economy, a democratic political
system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture. North Korea, by contrast, became one of the world’s most totalitarian and
isolated societies, a nuclear power with an impoverished and famine-stricken population. Seth describes and analyzes the
radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas, formerly one tight-knit society. Throughout, he
adds a rare dimension by placing Korean history into broader global perspective. All readers looking for a balanced,
knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and concise book.
Exploring Korean history from its ancient roots to the present day, A Brief History of Korea is the story of a people with a rich and
united culture that has become two Koreas in modern times—one isolated and secretive and the other among the world's most
successful economies. Korean culture developed on a 600-mile-long peninsula, bordered on the north by mountains and three
sides by the sea, set apart from the Asian mainland. Korea was one of the last countries in Asia to be visited by Westerners and its
borders have remained largely unchanged since it was unified in the seventh century. Though it is one of the world's oldest and
most ethnically homogeneous states, Korea was not born in a vacuum. Geographically isolated, the country was heavily
influenced by powerful China and was often used as a bridge to the mainland by Japan. Calling themselves as "a shrimp among
whales," Koreans borrowed elements of government, culture and religion all the while fiercely fighting to maintain independence
from powerful neighbors. This fascinating book tells the story of Korean domestic dynasties, empires and states, as well as foreign
conquest, occupation and division. Today, the two Koreas are starkly different—North Korea a nation closed to the world and South
Korea an economic powerhouse and center of Asian democracy. Chronicling significant events right up through 2018's Singapore
Summit, author Michael J. Seth presents a relevant, interesting and important history of Korea within a larger global context.
Korea's history is a turbulent one, but ultimately the story of a resistant and resourceful people in search of lasting peace.
Dynamic and meticulously researched, A History of Korea continues to be one of the leading introductory textbooks on Korean history.
Assuming no prior knowledge, Hwang guides readers from early state formation and the dynastic eras to the modern experience in both
North and South Korea. Structured around episodic accounts, each chapter begins by discussing a defining moment in Korean history in
context, with an extensive examination of how the events and themes under consideration have been viewed up to the present day. By
engaging with recurring themes such as collective identity, external influence, social hierarchy, family and gender, the author introduces the
major historical events, patterns and debates that have shaped both North and South Korea over the past 1500 years. This textbook is
essential reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students of Korean or Asian history. The first half of the book covers pre-20th century
history, and the second half the modern era, making it ideal for survey courses.
Now in a fully revised and updated edition including new primary sources and illustrations, this comprehensive and balanced history of
modern Korea explores the social, economic, and political issues it has faced since being catapulted into the wider world at the end of the
nineteenth century. Placing this formerly insular society in a global context, Michael J. Seth describes how this ancient, culturally and
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ethnically homogeneous society first fell victim to Japanese imperialist expansionism, and then was arbitrarily divided in half after World War
II. Seth traces the postwar paths of the two Koreas—with different political and social systems and different geopolitical orientations—as they
evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start, became one of the few postcolonial developing states to
enter the ranks of the first world, with a globally competitive economy, a democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture.
By contrast, North Korea became one of the world's most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an impoverished and
famine-stricken population. Considering the radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas, Seth assesses
the insights they offer for understanding not only modern Korea but the broader perspective of world history. All readers looking for a
balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and concise book.
A look at Korea, the history of its people, and the country itself examines how far the Koreans have come and where their advances will take
them in the future, as well as how they will effect the world.
Drawing on reinterpretations of melancholia and collective remembrance, Memory, Reconciliation, and Reunions in South Korea: Crossing
the Divide explores the multi-layered implications of divided Korea's liminality, or its perceived "in-betweenness" in space and time. Offering a
timely reconsideration of the pivotal period following the inter-Korean Summit of June 2000, this book focuses on a series of emotionally
charged meetings among family members who had lost all contact for over fifty years on opposite sides of the Korean divide. With the scope
of its analysis ranging from regional geopolitics and watershed political rituals to everyday social dynamics and intimate family narratives, this
study provides a lens for approaching the cultural process of moving from a disposition of enmity to one of recognition and engagement amid
the complex legacies of civil war and the global Cold War on the Korean Peninsula.
This book looks at two Korean communities, one in Sao Paulo and the other in Buenos Aires, in order to identify the global pulls that have
affected Korean identity formation, community development patterns, integration efforts, social mobility, education for children, remigration,
return migration, and relationships with the host communities.
This engaging text provides a concise history of Korea from the beginning of human settlement in the region through the late nineteenth
century. Its thorough chronological narrative equally emphasizes social, cultural, and political history. Students will be especially drawn to
descriptions of everyday life for both elite and nonelite members of society during various historical periods. A Concise History of Korea
emphasizes how Korean history can be understood as part of an interactive sphere that includes three basic areas: China, Japan, and the
Manchurian/Central Asian region. Throughout the book, comparisons are drawn between developments in Korea and those in neighboring
regions, especially China and Japan. Michael Seth synthesizes recent scholarship to provide a straightforward understanding of Korean
history, also addressing important historiographical issues in an accessible, nontechnical manner. Historical maps illustrate the changes in
the region over time. The annotated bibliography of works in English is a useful addition for students, who will find this book to be a clear and
comprehensive Korean history.
Donald Clark does a masterful job of situating the entire sweep of Korean history in its global context thus belying the shop worn stereotype
of Korea as a hermit nation. Clark uses his mastery of both medieval and modern history to vividly describe the often ignored contributions of
this fascinating society to East Asian civilization writ large. His concise chapter arrangement and lively narrative writing pulls the reader into
the Korean story while showing just how relevant that story is, particularly in modern times, for an American readership. Clark has condensed
without sacrificing important detail, and he emphasizes important themes from Korea's past that have combined with the turbulent 20th
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century to produce the complex strategic and economic situation at the beginning of the 21st century on the peninsula. Particularly trenchant
are his chapters on the division of Korea as well as a thoughtful treatment of North Korea which is too often ignored in other texts. This book
will make an excellent companion volume in East Asia survey courses, and other courses on East Asia. After all, as Prof. Clark points out
again and again, understanding Korea remains vital to a true appreciation of East Asia's past and present.
Rationality in the North Korean Regime explores the history of the Kim family, examining cases of provocations from the Korean War to the
August 2015 land mine incident to assess the regime's rationality.

"Passionate, cantankerous, and fascinating. Rather like Korea itself."--Nicholas D. Kristof, New York Times Book Review
Korea has endured a "fractured, shattered twentieth century," and this updated edition brings Bruce Cumings's leading
history of the modern era into the present. The small country, overshadowed in the imperial era, crammed against great
powers during the Cold War, and divided and decimated by the Korean War, has recently seen the first real hints of
reunification. But positive movements forward are tempered by frustrating steps backward. In the late 1990s South Korea
survived its most severe economic crisis since the Korean War, forcing a successful restructuring of its political economy.
Suffering through floods, droughts, and a famine that cost the lives of millions of people, North Korea has been labeled
part of an "axis of evil" by the George W. Bush administration and has renewed its nuclear threats. On both sides Korea
seems poised to continue its fractured existence on into the new century, with potential ramifications for the rest of the
world.
Ranging from Geneva to Pyongyang, this remarkable book takes readers on an odyssey through one of the most
extraordinary forgotten tragedies of the Cold War: the "return" of over 90,000 people, most of them ethnic Koreans, from
Japan to North Korea from 1959 onward. Presented to the world as a humanitarian venture and conducted under the
supervision of the International Red Cross, the scheme was actually the result of political intrigues involving the
governments of Japan, North Korea, the Soviet Union, and the United States. The great majority of the Koreans who
journeyed to North Korea in fact originated from the southern part of the Korean peninsula, and many had lived all their
lives in Japan. Though most left willingly, persuaded by propaganda that a bright new life awaited them in North Korea,
the author draws on recently declassified documents to reveal the covert pressures used to hasten the departure of this
unwelcome ethnic minority. For most, their new home proved a place of poverty and hardship; for thousands, it was a
place of persecution and death. In rediscovering their extraordinary personal stories, this book also casts new light on the
politics of the Cold War and on present-day tensions between North Korea and the rest of the world.
A Concise History of Korea emphasizes how Korean history can be understood as part of an interactive sphere that
includes three basic areas: China, Japan, and the Manchurian/Central Asian region."--BOOK JACKET
This edited collection examines the effects of the Great Page
War
and the signing of the Treaty of Versailles in East Asia.
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Contributors to this collection highlight how Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and Mongolian groups and individuals actively
sought to envision a global order in which the center of gravity lay in the Western Pacific, not the Northern Atlantic.
The Korean Peninsula lies at the strategic heart of East Asia, between China, Russia, and Japan, and has been
influenced in different ways and at different times by all three of them. Across the Pacific lies the United State, which has
also had a major influence on the peninsula since the first encounters in the mid-nineteenth century. Faced by such
powerful neighbors, the Koreans have had to struggle hard to maintain their political and cultural identity. The result has
been to create a fiercely independent people. If they have from time to time been divided, the pressures towards
unification have always proved strong. This third edition of Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Korea covers its history
through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over
500 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This
book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the Republic of
Korea.
Korean Americans: A Concise History tells the untold stories of the pioneering immigrants, the newly discovered tale of
the first Koreatown USA, and about the first Korean aviator. The textbook conveys the Korean American experience by
highlighting important moments, people, and incidents that defines this small community. The book takes readers on a
journey starting with the beginning of Korean immigration to the United States, to present day issues, trends, and identity.
Having spent centuries in the shadows of its neighbours China and Japan, Korea is now the object of considerable
interest for radically different reasons-- the South as an economic success story and for its vibrant popular culture; the
North as the home to one of the world's most repressive regimes, at once both bizarre and menacing. This Very Short
Introduction explores the history, culture, and society of a deeply divided region. Michael Seth considers what it means to
be Korean, and analyses how the various peoples of the Korean peninsula became one of the world's most
homogeneous nations, before exploring how this nation evolved, in a single lifetime, into today's sharply contrasting
societies. He also discusses how Korea fits into the larger narrative of both East Asian and world history, economically,
politically, and socially. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Democratic People's Republic of Korea contains a chronology, an
introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 400 cross-referenced entries on important
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personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture.
Now in a fully revised and updated edition, this comprehensive book surveys Korean history from Neolithic times to the
present. Michael J. Seth explores the origins and development of Korean society, politics, and still little-known cultural
heritage from their inception to the two Korean states of today. Telling the remarkable story of the origins and evolution of
a society that borrowed and adopted from abroad, Seth describes how various tribal peoples in the peninsula came
together to form one of the world’s most distinctive communities. He shows how this ancient, culturally and ethnically
homogeneous society was wrenched into the world of late-nineteenth-century imperialism, fell victim to Japanese
expansionism, and then became arbitrarily divided into two opposed halves, North and South, after World War II. Tracing
the seven decades since 1945, the book explains how the two Koreas, with their deeply different political and social
systems and geopolitical orientations, evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start,
became one of the few postcolonial developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with a globally competitive
economy, a democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture. North Korea, by contrast, became one
of the world’s most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an impoverished and famine-stricken
population. Seth describes and analyzes the radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two
Koreas, formerly one tight-knit society. Throughout, he adds a rare dimension by placing Korean history into broader
global perspective. All readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and
concise book.
This detailed, scholarly history of Korea is a comprehensive political and socioeconomic history from 57 B.C. to modern
times, including North and South Korea. Specializing in Korean industrial structure, economic planning, and
administration, the author presents a concise yet readable historical approach to a greater understanding of Korea's
position in East Asia. The author, a political scholar and experienced linguist, bases his text on primary Korean and
Japanese sources, thus providing much information previously unavailable to English–speaking people. Ancient Korea is
covered in the first chapter, "The Three Kingdoms," and also in the six subsequent chapters dealing with feudalism, land
reform, and early Korean social structure. The thirteen succeeding chapters bring the history to modern times. They
include a valuable account of Japanese colonial policy and the struggle for independence of the Korean people; the
Korean War, its development, offensives, and counteroffensives; factionalism; the politics of Syngman Rhee and his
twelve years of one–man rule; the background of the student revolutions; foreign relations; nationalism and neutrality;
and the important comparative studies concerning Communism and the governments of North and South Korea. The
concluding chapter deals with the future of Korea and its role in rapidly changing East Asia.
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The Korean Peninsula today is divided into two, but there was a time when this peninsula was divided into many states.
Over the course of time, and besieged by expansive transient dynasties outside of this modest piece of land, many clans
and tribes overran their lands.
The Korean War has been termed "The Forgotten War" or the "Unknown War." It is a conflict which never assumed the
mythic character of the American Civil War or World War II. However, this book asserts, it would be impossible to
understand the Cold War and indeed post 1945 global history without knowledge of the Korean War. Providing a history
of the Korean peninsula before the war and including a detailed analysis of the fighting itself, The Korean War goes
beyond the battlefield to deal with the war in the air, ground attack, and air evacuation. The study also evaluates the
contributions of the UN naval forces, the impact of the war on various homefronts and issues such as defectors,
opposition to the war, racial segregation and integration, POWs and the media. Recently-released Soviet documents are
used to assess the role of China, the Soviet Union, North and South Korea and the allied forces in the conflict. This
fascinating work offers a unique analysis of the Korean War and will be invaluable to students of twentieth-century
history, particularly those concerned with American and Pacific history.
The Korean War (1950?53) began as a conflict between North Korea and South Korea and eventually involved the
United States and nineteen other nations. An estimated three million people lost their lives during the war. For Americans
who think that only GIs and their United Nations contingent comrades fought effectively, The Korean War will be a
surprising introduction to the valor and sacrifice of the South Korean army. This comprehensive view of the war from the
South Korean perspective has not been previously available in English translation.øThe Korean War comprises three
volumes. Volume two continues the account of the progress of the war, paying particular attention to the diplomatic and
strategic background of the decision by the Chinese to intervene in late 1950. The volume describes the painstaking
preparation by the communist forces, who came close to overwhelming the South Korean and United Nations troops, and
follows the course of the conflict through the allied counteroffensive in the spring of 1951 to the stalemate and armistice
of June 1951.
This book examines the historiography of ancient Korea and its relationship to the construction of Korean national identity
through a critical and comparative analysis of Chinese and Korean primary sources. It also analyzes the ways in which
Korean politics and culture have shaped and been affected by historical narratives.
A Concise History of KoreaFrom Antiquity to the PresentRowman & Littlefield Publishers
The History of Korea presents a chronological account of Korea from ancient days, over 2000 B. C, to modern 20th
century Korea. Hulbert said that Korea and Japan have the same two racial types, but Japan is mostly Malay and Korea
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is mostly Manchu-Korean. He claimed that Korea is physically mostly of the northern type, but also said that the nation,
being physically mostly of the northern type, did not disprove Hulbert's claim that the Malay element developed Korea's
first civilization, although not necessarily originating Korea's first civilization, and the Malay element imposed its language
in its main features in the entire peninsula.
A concise, lively history of Korea, which explores the richness of Korean civilization from the ancient era through to the jarring transformation
that resulted in two distinctive trajectories through the modern world. This new edition of a successful text brings it up-to-date with the latest
scholarship and developments in Korea's history.
This study analyzes North Korean comedy films from the late 1960s to present day. It analyzes their role in the culture of the film industry, the
subjectivity of the viewer, and the impact popular actors and comedians have had on North Korean society.--Dong Hoon Kim, University of
Oregon
From an award-winning historian, a concise overview of the deep and longstanding ties between China and the Koreas, providing an
essential foundation for understanding East Asian geopolitics today. In a concise, trenchant overview, Odd Arne Westad explores the cultural
and political relationship between China and the Koreas over the past 600 years. Koreans long saw China as a mentor. The first form of
written Korean employed Chinese characters and remained in administrative use until the twentieth century. Confucianism, especially NeoConfucian reasoning about the state and its role in promoting a virtuous society, was central to the construction of the Korean government in
the fourteenth century. These shared Confucian principles were expressed in fraternal terms, with China the older brother and Korea the
younger. During the Ming Dynasty, mentor became protector, as Korea declared itself a vassal of China in hopes of escaping ruin at the
hands of the Mongols. But the friendship eventually frayed with the encroachment of Western powers in the nineteenth century. Koreans
began to reassess their position, especially as Qing China seemed no longer willing or able to stand up for Korea against either the Western
powers or the rising military threat from Meiji Japan. The Sino-Korean relationship underwent further change over the next century as
imperialism, nationalism, revolution, and war refashioned states and peoples throughout Asia. Westad describes the disastrous impact of the
Korean War on international relations in the region and considers Sino-Korean interactions today, especially the thorny question of the
reunification of the Korean peninsula. Illuminating both the ties and the tensions that have characterized the China-Korea relationship, Empire
and Righteous Nation provides a valuable foundation for understanding a critical geopolitical dynamic.
Michael E. Robinson provides readers with the historical essentials upon which to unravel the complex politics and contemporary crises that
exist in the East Asian region.
A concise, beautifully illustrated historical atlas of Korean history, specifically designed for English-speaking students of Korean and East
Asian history.
"In three days the number of so-called 'volunteers' reached over three hundred men. Very quickly they organized us into military units. Just
like that I became a North Korean soldier and was on the way to some unknown place."—from the book South Korean Lee Young Ho was
seventeen years old when he was forced to serve in the North Korean People's Army during the first year of the Korean War. After a few
months, he deserted the NKPA and returned to Seoul where he joined the South Korean Marine Corps. Ho's experience is only one of the
many compelling accounts found in Voices from the Korean War. Unique in gathering war stories from veterans from all sides of the Korean
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War—American, South Korean, North Korean, and Chinese—this volume creates a vivid and multidimensional portrait of the three-year-long
conflict told by those who experienced the ground war firsthand. Richard Peters and Xiaobing Li include a significant introduction that
provides a concise history of the Korean conflict, as well as a geographical and a political backdrop for the soldiers' personal stories.
In this key textbook, Michael J. Seth offers an excellent synthesis of existing scholarship, including a thorough examination of contemporary
sources. Seth masterfully traces how North Korea gradually transformed itself from a Soviet-style socialist state to an ultra-nationalist,
dynastic one, illuminating this journey with an engaging understanding of the political, ideological, economic and social forces at play.
Throughout, Seth adds a rich dimension by placing North Korean history into broader global perspective and considering the implications for
the future of the country.With a helpful glossary and an exhaustive bibliography, this clear and accessible overview is an ideal text for
students of North Korean history, and for anyone with an interest in the evolution of this uncommon nation.
When the British occupied the tiny island of Hong Kong during the First Opium War, the Chinese empire was well into its decline, while Great
Britain was already in the second decade of its legendary "Imperial Century." From this collision of empires arose a city that continues to
intrigue observers. Melding Chinese and Western influences, Hong Kong has long defied easy categorization. John M. Carroll's engrossing
and accessible narrative explores the remarkable history of Hong Kong from the early 1800s through the post-1997 handover, when this
former colony became a Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China. The book explores Hong Kong as a place with a
unique identity, yet also a crossroads where Chinese history, British colonial history, and world history intersect. Carroll concludes by
exploring the legacies of colonial rule, the consequences of Hong Kong's reintegration with China, and significant developments and
challenges since 1997.
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