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This is the most up-to-date and comprehensive study of French history available ranging from
the early middle ages to the present. Amongst its central themes are the relationships between
state and society, the impact of war, competition for power, and the ways in which power has
been used. Whilst taking full account of major figures such as Philip Augustus, Henri IV, Louis
XIV, Napoleon and de Gaulle, it sets their activities within the broader context of changing
economic and social structures and beliefs, and offers rich insights into the lives of ordinary
men and women. This third edition has been substantially revised and includes a new chapter
on contemporary France - a society and political system in crisis as a result of globalisation,
rising unemployment, a failing educational system, growing social and racial tensions,
corruption, the rise of the extreme right, and a widespread loss of confidence in political
leaders.
This second edition of the Historical Dictionary of the Holocaust includes an updated
chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, and over 400 cross-referenced dictionary
entries on significant events and personalities.
An incisive account of the entire history of historical writing worldwide by one of the leading
intellects in the field.
The Baltic region is frequently neglected in broader histories of Europe and its international
significance can be obscured by separate treatments of the various Baltic states. With this
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wide-ranging survey, Andrejs Plakans presents an integrated history of three Baltic peoples Estonians, Latvians and Lithuanians - and draws out the common threads to show how it has
been shaped by their location in a strategically desirable corner of Europe. Subordinated in
turn by Baltic German landholders, the Polish nobility and gentry, and then by Russian and
Soviet administrators, the three nations have nevertheless kept their distinctive identities significantly retaining three separate languages in an ethnically diverse region. The book
traces the countries' evolution from their ninth-century tribal beginnings to their present status
as three thriving and separate nation states, focusing particularly on the region's complex
twentieth-century history, which culminated in the eventual re-establishment of national
sovereignty after 1991.
This book offers a comprehensive thousand-year history of the land, people, society, culture
and economy of Hungary, from its nebulous origins in the Ural Mountains to the elections of
1988. It tells above all the thrilling story of a people which became a great power in the region
and then fought against - and was invaded by - Ottomans, Germans and Soviets. The
Hungarian people preserved nevertheless a continuous individuality through its Ural-born
language and a specifically Hungaro-European culture. Dominated from the sixteenth century
by the Habsburgs, while ruling its own national minorities, Hungary was deprived of two-thirds
of its lands and peoples through successive treaties which followed the two World Wars, after
which it fell under Soviet domination for nearly fifty years. Free and independent since 1990,
Hungary continues to seek its rightful position in Europe.
A Concise History of HungaryCambridge University Press
A comprehensive and engaging new history charting Romania's development over 2000 years
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from its establishment to the present day.
What is it to be Hungarian? What does it feel like? Most Hungarians are convinced that the rest
of the world just doesn't get them. They are right. True, much of the world thinks highly of
Hungarians--for reasons ranging from their heroism in the 1956 revolution to their genius as
mathematicians, physicists, and financiers. But Hungarians do often seem to be living proof of
the old joke that Magyars are in fact Martians: they may be situated in the very heart of
Europe, but they are equipped with a confounding language, extraterrestrial (albeit endearing)
accents, and an unearthly way of thinking. What most Hungarians learn from life about the
Magyar mind is now available, for the first time, in this user-friendly guide to what being
Hungarian is all about. The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian brings together twelve authors
well-versed in the quintessential ingredients of being Hungarian--from the stereotypical Magyar
man to the stereotypical Magyar woman, foods to folk customs, livestock to literature, film to
philosophy, politics to porcelain, and scientists to sports. In fifty short, highly readable, often
witty, sometimes politically incorrect, but always candid articles, the authors demonstrate that
being credibly Hungarian--like being French, Polish or Japanese--is largely a matter of carrying
around in your head a potpourri of conceptions and preconceptions acquired over the years
from your elders, society, school, the streets, and mass media. Compacting this wealth of
knowledge into an irresistible little book, The Essential Guide to Being Hungarian is an
indispensable reference that will teach you how to be Hungarian, even if you already are.

A concise history of the development of music in Hungarian life, written by the noted
musicologist & director of the Royal Hungarian Opera.
This book offers a comprehensive thousand-year history of the land, people, society,
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culture and economy of Hungary, from its nebulous origins in the Ural Mountains to the
1988 elections. It tells above all the thrilling story of a people who became a great
power in the region and then fought against--and were invaded by--Ottomans, Germans
and Soviets. The Hungarian people preserved nevertheless a continuous individuality
through their Ural-born language and a specifically Hungaro-European culture.
Through the lens of polio, Dóra Vargha looks anew at international health, communism
and Cold War politics. This title is also available as Open Access.
This book, a much-augmented translation of the author's original Hungarian version, is
an account of Hungary's past from the perspective of environmental history,
incorporating a wide range of environmentally-relevant research findings. Data on
climate, agriculture, mining, hunting, urban development and political administration are
synthesised to create a rich account of a people in the environment, and the processes
of adaptation, exploitation and co-existence required for survival. Importantly, it offers
anglophone readers access a considerable digest of important scholarship previously
only available in Hungarian. Until now, there has been no environmental history in
English of Hungary and the wider region from which the present country crystallised.
The book covers the environmental history of Hungary prior to the Industrial Revolution.
It begins with the prehistory of the two protagonists in this environmental story, the
Carpathian Basin and the Hungarians; and traces the transformation of the Hungarians,
under environmental, social and economic forces, from nomadic tribes to a settled
Page 4/20

File Type PDF A Concise History Of Hungary Cambridge Concise Histories
society in the Middle Ages. The environmental developments of the later Middle Ages,
a period of relative stability, are explored before the story turns to a long era of war with
the Ottoman Empire, during which the key to survival lay in finding adaptive forms of
settlement and subsistence systems. Finally, the book chronicles the age of
reconstruction following the Ottoman wars and the challenges posed as the country's
population more than doubled, a growth unmatched by agricultural or industrial
development. The present volumes leaves Hungary at the dawn of the Industrial Age, a
country displaying symptoms of over-population and environmental over-exploitation.
In this unique fusion of politics, society, and culture, scholars address such topics as
the migration and settlement, the founding of the Hungarian state, the flourishing of the
medieval Hungarian kingdom and its subsequent decline under the Ottoman conquest,
and the periodic wars of independence to throw off Ottoman and Hapsburg dominion.
Turning to the modern era, scholars address the social reform movement in the
nineteenth century leading to the rise of the middle class and to the drive toward
modernization, as well as the development from popular democracy to socialism in the
aftermath of wars and revolution.
Highlighting the most important events, ideas, and individuals that shaped modern
Europe, A Concise History of Modern Europe provides a readable, succinct history of
the continent from the Enlightenment and the French Revolution to the present day.
Avoiding a detailed, lengthy chronology, the book focuses on key events and ideas to
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explore the causes and consequences of revolutions—be they political, economic, or
scientific; the origins and development of human rights and democracy; and issues of
European identity. Any reader needing a broad overview of the sweep of European
history since 1789 will find this book, published in a first edition under the title
Revolutionary Europe, an engaging and cohesive narrative.
The Hungarian defeat to the Ottoman army at the pivotal Battle of Mohács in 1526 led
to the division of the Kingdom of Hungary into three parts, altering both the shape and
the ethnic composition of Central Europe for centuries to come. Hungary thus became
a battleground between the Ottoman and Habsburg empires. In this sweeping historical
survey, Géza Pálffy takes readers through a crucial period of upheaval and revolution in
Hungary, which had been the site of a flowering of economic, cultural, and intellectual
progress—but battles with the Ottomans lead to over a century of war and devastation.
Pálffy explores Hungary's role as both a borderland and a theater of war through the
turn of the 18th century. In this way, Hungary became a crucially important field on
which key debates over religion, government, law, and monarchy played out. Reflecting
25 years of archival research and presented here in English for the first time, Hungary
between Two Empires 1526–1711 offers a fresh and thorough exploration of this key
moment in Hungarian history and, in turn, the creation of a modern Europe.
A brief, illustrated introduction to Polish history, from medieval times to the present day.
This is the first edition of this book, for the second edition see ISBN-13:
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978-1484822753 Do you think you know where Hungarians came from? Odds are what
you were told was based on myths or politics, and almost no science. Hungarian origins
prior to the 9th century has been embroiled between eastern and western views of
where each thinks Hungarian origins may be found. The prevailing view is that
Hungarian (or Magyar) origins are to be found east of the Ural Mountains as part of an
east to west migration of Uralic speakers. In 2000 a genetic marker was found that
proved beyond any doubt that Hungarians were never part of this Uralic migration. In
fact they have had no contact with other Uralic speakers for at least 4,000 years. This
book explores how views of Hungarian origins reached the state of ignorance that it is
today and then examines where the available evidence puts the Magyars origins. For
the first time ever evidence is provided that combines the prevailing theories of the west
and the east. Hungarian is shown to be an Uralic language as linguists have stated for
150 years and at the same time the Hungarian legends that say Hungarians originated
near Persia are also proven to be correct. DNA evidence is examined to determine the
physical origins of the Hungarian people as farmers in the Hindu Kush region. The
myths that have evolved regarding Hungarian origins are traced back to their origins.
Hungarian pre-Christian religious practices are also examined. Finally, not just
Hungarian but all Uralic languages are shown to be a form of spoken Sanskrit "slang,"
based not on word inheritance but on the observational qualities of the object. For
example, the Hungarian word for shovel, 'kanal', is derived from the Sanskrit word
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meaning to dig, 'khana, ' and the Hungarian word for hoe, 'kapa', is from the Sanskrit
word for a cavity or hole, 'kupa'. A language law is presented that governs how Sanskrit
words were adopted into Hungarian. Even the origins of the word 'Magyar' itself are
presented.
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of contemporary accounts *Includes a
bibliography for further reading "Having crossed the Danube, they encamped beside
the Danube as far as Budafelhévíz. Hearing this, all the Romans living throughout the
land of Pannonia, saved their lives by flight. Next day, Prince Árpád and all his leading
men with all the warriors of Hungary entered the city of King Attila and they saw all the
royal palaces, some ruined to the foundations, others not, and they admired beyond
measure the stone buildings and were happier than can be told that they had deserved
to take without fighting the city of King Attila, of whose line Prince Árpád descended.
They feasted every day with great joy in the palace of King Attila, sitting alongside one
another, and all the melodies and sweet sounds of zithers and pipes along with all the
songs of minstrels were presented to them ... Prince Árpád gave great lands and
properties to the guests staying with them, and, when they heard this, many guests
thronged to him and gladly stayed with him." - An excerpt from Gesta Hungarorum Of
all the steppe peoples in the medieval period, perhaps none were more important to
European history than the Magyars. Like the Huns and Avars before them and the
Cumans and Mongols after them, the Magyars burst into Europe as a destructive,
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unstoppable horde, taking whatever they wanted and leaving a steady stream of misery
in their wake. They used much of the same tactics as the other steppe peoples and
lived a similar, nomadic lifestyle. The Magyars also had many early cultural affinities
with other steppe peoples, following a similar religion and ideas of kingship and nobility,
among other things. That said, as similar as the Magyars may have been to other
steppe nomads before and after them, they were noticeably different in one way: the
Magyars settled down and became a part of Europe and Western Civilization in the
Middle Ages. The Magyars exploded onto the European cultural scene in the late 9th
century as foreign marauders, but they made alliances with many important kingdoms
in less than a century and established their own dynasty in the area, roughly equivalent
to the modern nation-state of Hungary. After establishing themselves as a legitimate
dynasty among their European peers, the Magyars formed a sort of cultural bridge
between the Roman Catholic kingdoms of Western Europe and the Orthodox Christian
kingdoms of Eastern Europe. Ultimately, the Magyars chose the Roman Catholic
Church, thereby becoming a part of the West and tying their fate to it for the remainder
of the Middle Ages. The Magyars: The History and Legacy of the Medieval Tribes that
Established the Kingdom of Hungary examines the Magyars and their culture, from their
origins through the Arpad Dynasty to their raids on Europe, the establishment of a royal
dynasty, and their integration into Western Civilization, marking the transition from the
Magyars to Hungarians. Along with pictures and a bibliography for further reading, you
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will learn about the Magyars like never before.
Draws on the author's experiences as an ambassador to Hungary during the declining
years of János Kádár's communist regime to present a rich chronicle of the country's
political, economic and cultural development over 1,100 years, from the arrival of the
Maygars in the ninth century to the acceptance of Hungary into NATO and the
European Union.
The Holocaust in Hungary provides a comprehensive documentary account of one of
the most brutal and effective killing campaigns in history. After Nazi Germany took
control of Hungary late in World War II, Jews were rounded up with unprecedented
speed and sent directly to Auschwitz. They would form the largest group of victims who
perished in that camp. The complex interplay between German and Hungarian actors
brought about the annihilation of a once-thriving Jewish community and the murder of
hundreds of thousands of Jewish men, women, and children. The authors present
extensive reports, testimonies, and other primary sources of these events accompanied
by in-depth commentary that spans the years from the late 1930s to the fractured
political landscape of postwar Hungary.
Brave New Hungary focuses on the rise of a “brave new” anti-liberal regime led by
Viktor Orbán who made a decisive contribution to the transformation of a poorly
managed liberal democracy to a well-organized authoritarian rule bordering on
autocracy during the past decade. Emerging capitalism in post-1989 Hungary that once
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took pride in winning the Eastern European race for catching up with the West has
evolved into a reclusive, statist, national-populist system reminding the observers of its
communist and pre-communist predecessors. Going beyond the self-description of the
Orbán regime that emphasizes its Christian-conservative and illiberal nature, the
authors, leading experts of Hungarian politics, history, society, and economy, suggest
new ways to comprehend the sharp decline of the rule of law in an EU member state.
Their case studies cover crucial fields of the new authoritarian power, ranging from its
historical roots and constitutional properties to media and social policies. The volume
presents the Hungarian “System of National Cooperation” as a pervasive but in many
respects improvised and vulnerable experiment in social engineering, rather than a set
of mature and irreversible institutions. The originality of this dystopian “new world”
does not stem from the transition to authoritarian control per se but its plurality of
meanings. It can be seen as a simulacrum that shows different images to different
viewers and perpetuates itself by its post-truth variability. Rather than pathologizing the
current Hungarian regime as a result of a unique master plan designed by a cynical
political entrepreneur, the authors show the transnational dynamic of backsliding – a
warning for other countries that suffer from comparable deadlocks of liberal democracy.
Now recognised as the standard work on the subject, Realm of St Stephen is a
comprehensive history of medieval Eastern and Central Europe. Pál Engel traces the
establishment of the medieval kingdom of Hungary from its conquest by the Magyar
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tribes in 895 until defeat by the Ottomans at the Battle of Mohacs in 1526. He shows
the development of the dominant Magyars who, upon inheriting an almost empty land,
absorbed the remaining Slavic peoples into their culture after the original communities
had largely disappeared. Engel's book is an accessible and highly readable history.
'This is now the standard English language treatment of medieval Hungary - its internal
history as well as its regional and European significance.' --- P W Knoll, University of
Southern Carolina (From 'Choice') 'A lively and highly readable narrative ' --- Albrecht
Classen, University of Arizona (From 'Mediaevistik')
An updated new edition of a classic history of the Hungarians from their earliest origins
to today In this absorbing and comprehensive history, Paul Lendvai tells the fascinating
story of how the Hungarians, despite a string of catastrophes and their linguistic and
cultural isolation, have survived as a nation for more than one thousand years. Now
with a new preface and a new chapter that brings the narrative up to the present, the
book describes the evolution of Hungarian politics, culture, economics, and identity
since the Magyars first arrived in the Carpathian Basin in 896. Through colorful
anecdotes of heroes and traitors, victors and victims, revolutionaries and tyrants,
Lendvai chronicles the way progressivism and economic modernization have competed
with intolerance and narrow-minded nationalism. An unforgettable blend of skilled
storytelling and scholarship, The Hungarians is an authoritative account of this
enigmatic and important nation.
Page 12/20

File Type PDF A Concise History Of Hungary Cambridge Concise Histories
For a small, prosperous country in the middle of Europe, modern Austria has a very
large and complex history, extending far beyond its current borders. Today's Austrians
have a problematic relationship with that history, whether with the multi-national history
of the Habsburg Monarchy, or with the time between 1938 and 1945 when Austrians
were Germans in Hitler's Third Reich. Steven Beller's gripping and comprehensive
account traces the remarkable career of Austria through its many transformations, from
German borderland, to dynastic enterprise, imperial house, Central European great
power, failed Alpine republic, German province, and then successful Alpine republic,
building up a picture of the layers of Austrian identity and heritage and their diverse
sources. It is a story full of anomalies and ironies, a case study of the other side of
European history, without the easy answers of more clearly national narratives, and
hence far more relevant to today's world.

The Hungarians is the most comprehensive, clear-sighted, and absorbing history
ever of a legendarily proud and passionate but lonely people. Much of Europe
once knew them as "child-devouring cannibals" and "bloodthirsty Huns." But it
wasn't long before the Hungarians became steadfast defenders of the Christian
West and fought heroic freedom struggles against the Tatars (1241), the Turks
(16-18th centuries), and, among others, the Russians (1848-49 and 1956). Paul
Lendvai tells the fascinating story of how the Hungarians, despite a string of
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catastrophes and their linguistic and cultural isolation, have survived as a nationstate for more than 1,000 years. Lendvai, who fled Hungary in 1957, traces
Hungarian politics, culture, economics, and emotions from the Magyars' dramatic
entry into the Carpathian Basin in 896 to the brink of the post-Cold War era.
Hungarians are ever pondering what being Hungarian means and where they
came from. Yet, argues Lendvai, Hungarian national identity is not only about
ancestry or language but also an emotional sense of belonging. Hungary's
famous poet-patriot, Sándor Petofi, was of Slovak descent, and Franz Liszt felt
deeply Hungarian though he spoke only a few words of Hungarian. Through
colorful anecdotes of heroes and traitors, victors and victims, geniuses and
imposters, based in part on original archival research, Lendvai conveys the
multifaceted interplay, on the grand stage of Hungarian history, of progressivism
and economic modernization versus intolerance and narrow-minded nationalism.
He movingly describes the national trauma inflicted by the transfer of the historic
Hungarian heartland of Transylvania to Romania under the terms of the Treaty of
Trianon in 1920--a trauma that the passing of years has by no means lessened.
The horrors of Nazi and Soviet Communist domination were no less appalling, as
Lendvai's restrained account makes clear, but are now part of history. An
unforgettable blend of eminent readability, vibrant humor, and meticulous
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scholarship, The Hungarians is a book without taboos or prejudices that at the
same time offers an authoritative key to understanding how and why this isolated
corner of Europe produced such a galaxy of great scientists, artists, and
entrepreneurs.
A comprehensive history of the land, people, society, culture and economy of
Hungary.
Introduction: Austria and modernity -- 1815-1835: restoration and procrastination
-- 1835-1851: revolution and reaction -- 1852-1867: transformation -- 1867-1879:
liberalization -- 1879-1897: nationalization -- 1897-1914: modernization -1914-1918: self-destruction -- Conclusion: Central Europe and the paths not
taken
The defining moment of the Cold War: 'The beginning of the end of the Soviet
empire.' (Richard Nixon) The Hungarian Revolution in 1956 is a story of
extraordinary bravery in a fight for freedom, and of ruthless cruelty in suppressing
a popular dream. A small nation, its people armed with a few rifles and petrol
bombs, had the will and courage to rise up against one of the world's
superpowers. The determination of the Hungarians to resist the Russians
astonished the West. People of all kinds, throughout the free world, became
involved in the cause. For 12 days it looked, miraculously, as though the Soviets
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might be humbled. Then reality hit back. The Hungarians were brutally crushed.
Their capital was devastated, thousands of people were killed and their country
was occupied for a further three decades. The uprising was the defining moment
of the Cold War: the USSR showed that it was determined to hold on to its
European empire, but it would never do so without resistance. From the Prague
Spring to Lech Walesa's Solidarity and the fall of the Berlin Wall, the tighter the
grip of the communist bloc, the more irresistible the popular demand for freedom.
The Economy of Medieval Hungary is the first concise, English-language volume
on the economic life of medieval Hungary, covering the structures of economic
life, human-nature interactions in production, taxation, money and commerce.
In Opposition, Repression, and Cold War: The Case of the 1956 Student
Movement in Timi?oara, Corina Snitar investigates an important episode in
opposition to the Communist regime in Romania. Using fresh evidence gathered
through archival research and oral history, the author examines the student
protests in the city of Timi?oara that broke out in late October 1956 as a direct
offshoot of the Hungarian uprising.
This accessible text offers a concise but comprehensive introduction to European
socialism, which arose in the maelstrom of the industrial and democratic
revolutions launched in the eighteenth century. Striving for sweeping social,
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economic, cultural, and political change, socialists were a diverse lot. However,
they were united by principles asserting the social and political equality of all
people, ideas that won the adherence of millions and struck fear in the hearts of
their numerous opponents. William Smaldone shows how, over the course of 200
years, socialists successfully promoted the democratization of European society
and a more equitable division of wealth. At the same time, he illustrates how
conflicts over the means of achieving their aims divided them into rival “socialist”
and “communist” currents, a rift that undercut the struggle against fascism and
helped lay the groundwork for Europe’s division during the Cold War. Although
many predicted the demise of socialism as a potent force after the end of the
Cold War, the Soviet Union’s dissolution, and the rise of neo-liberal ideology,
recent developments show that such a judgment was premature. The author
argues that the growth of new socialist parties across Europe indicates that
socialist ideas remain vibrant in the face of capitalism’s failure to solve chronic
social and economic problems, especially following the deep global crisis that
began in 2008. Combining an analytical narrative with a selection of primary texts
and visual images, this book provides undergraduate students with a brief,
readable history, including an overview of how socialist political movements have
evolved over time and stressing the rich diversity that has characterized
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socialism’s foundations from its beginning. This new edition brings this text up to
date and examines the European socialist movement in the face of 21st century
challenges. It includes a new preface, including the 2017 American election,
updated bibliographies, two new chapters and an afterword.
A distinguished historian and Budapest native offers a rich and eloquent portrait
of one of the great European cities at the height of its powers. Budapest, like
Paris and Vienna, experienced a remarkable exfoliation at the end of the
nineteenth century. In terms of population growth, material expansion, and
cultural exuberance, it was among the foremost metropolitan centers of the
world, the cradle of such talents as Bartók, Kodály, Krúdy, Ady, Molnár, Koestler,
Szilard, and von Neumann, among others. John Lukacs provides a cultural and
historical portrait of the city—its sights, sounds, and inhabitants; the artistic and
material culture; its class dynamics; the essential role played by its Jewish
population—and a historical perspective that describes the ascendance of the city
and its decline into the maelstrom of the twentieth century. Intimate and
engaging, Budapest 1900 captures the glory of a city at the turn of the century,
poised at the moment of its greatest achievements, yet already facing the
demands of a new age. “Lukacs’s Budapest, like Hemingway’s Paris, is a
moveable feast.” —Chilton Williamson “Lukacs’s book is a lyrical, sometimes
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dazzling, never merely nostalgic evocation of a glorious period in the city’s
history.” —The New York Review of Books “A reliable account of a beautiful city
at the zenith of its prosperity.” —Publishers Weekly
The victors of the First World War created Hungary from the ruins of the AustroHungarian empire, but, in the centuries before, many called for its creation.
Norman Stone traces the country's roots from the traditional representative
councils of land-owning nobles to the Magyar nationalists of the nineteenth
century and the first wars of independence. Hungary's history since 1918 has not
been a happy one. Economic collapse and hyperinflation in the post-war years
led to fascist dictatorships and then Nazi occupation. Optimism at the end of the
Second World War ended when the Iron Curtain descended, and Soviet tanks
crushed the last hopes for independence in 1956 along with the peaceful protests
in Budapest. Even after the fall of the Berlin Wall, consistent economic growth
has remained elusive. This is an extraordinary history - unique yet also
representative of both the post-Soviet bloc and of nations forged from the fall of
empires.
The first comprehensive survey in English of Hungarian architecture, from
prehistoric settlements to contemporary experiments. Perhaps most revealing to
Western readers are the illustrations and line drawings, which document one of
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the most neglected but fascinating architectural traditions of Europe. 305
illustrations, 12 in color.
A riveting new look at a key event of the Cold War, Failed Illusions fundamentally
modifies our picture of what happened during the 1956 Hungarian revolution.
Now, fifty years later, Charles Gati challenges the simplicity of this David and
Goliath story in his new history of the revolt.
An eyewitness testimony on the Hungarian Revolution identifies the event as a
turning point in Cold War history and is remembered through the experiences of
four Oxford students who set out in a run-down Volkswagen to bring badly
needed medicine to Budapest hospitals. 35,000 first printing.
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