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A Brief History of the Book: From Tablet to
TabletABC-CLIO
Utilizing a question and answer format, the
philosopher and spiritual teacher discusses
multiculturalism, political correctness, spiritual
enlightenment, gender wars, modern liberation
movements, and the course of evolution. Reprint.
This book is a clear and concise history of the soul in
western philosophy, from Plato to cutting-edge
contemporary work in philosophy of mind. Packed
with arguments for and against a range of different,
historically significant philosophies of the soul
Addresses the essential issues, including mind-body
interaction, the causal closure of the physical world,
and the philosophical implications of the brain
sciences for the soul's existence Includes coverage
of theories from key figures, such as Plato, Aquinas,
Locke, Hume, and Descartes Unique in combining
the history of ideas and the development of a
powerful case for a non-reductionist, non-materialist
account of the soul
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Eight months on the
bestseller lists in France! From the timeless wisdom
of the ancient Greeks to Christianity, the
Enlightenment, existentialism, and postmodernism,
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Luc Ferry’s instant classic brilliantly and accessibly
explains the enduring teachings of
philosophy—including its profound relevance to
modern daily life and its essential role in achieving
happiness and living a meaningful life. This lively
journey through the great thinkers will enlighten
every reader, young and old.
A celebration of the brave, drunken pioneers who
built our civilization one seemingly bad decision at a
time, A Brief History of Vice explores a side of the
past that mainstream history books prefer to hide.
History has never been more fun—or more
intoxicating. Guns, germs, and steel might have
transformed us from hunter-gatherers into modern
man, but booze, sex, trash talk, and tripping built our
civilization. Cracked editor Robert Evans brings his
signature dogged research and lively insight to
uncover the many and magnificent ways vice has
influenced history, from the prostitute-turnedempress who scored a major victory for women’s
rights to the beer that helped create—and
destroy—South America's first empire. And Evans
goes deeper than simply writing about ancient
debauchery; he recreates some of history's most
enjoyable (and most painful) vices and includes
guides so you can follow along at home. You’ll learn
how to: • Trip like a Greek philosopher. • Rave like
your Stone Age ancestors. • Get drunk like a
Sumerian. • Smoke a nose pipe like a
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pre–Columbian Native American. “Mixing science,
humor, and grossly irresponsible selfexperimentation, Evans paints a vivid picture of how
bad habits built the world we know and love.”—David
Wong, author of John Dies at the End
An illustrated, large-format edition of the best-seller
has been expanded to encompass the remarkable
advances that have occurred in science and
technology over the past eight years, with a new
chapter on Wormholes and Time Travel and more
than 240 full-color, captioned illustrations. 100,000
first printing.
A book to challenge the status quo, spark a debate,
and get people talking about the issues and
questions we face as a country!
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling
writers takes his ultimate journey -- into the most
intriguing and intractable questions that science
seeks to answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson
trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In
A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the
most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in his
biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to
understand -- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest,
biggest questions we have posed about the universe
and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from
the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks
to understand how we got from there being nothing
at all to there being us. To that end, he has attached
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himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and
often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and
mathematicians, travelling to their offices,
laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried
to read) their books, pestered them with questions,
apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short
History of Nearly Everything is the record of this
quest, and it is a sometimes profound, sometimes
funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining
adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as
only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never
been more involving or entertaining.
This book leads readers through an intriguing
examination how books began and have evolved
through history, and explores where future
technologies may lead them. From ancient clay
tablet and scrolls to medieval manuscripts and
printed books to personal computers and iPads, this
guide examines the fascinating history of books from
4000 BCE to the present. At each step of this
evolution, technologies are examined and evaluated
to show how these ideas are present from the very
beginning of written communication. Moving
chronologically from the ancient world to the present,
the book shows how written communication media
evolved from cuneiform to the Kindle. Focusing on
key technologies and vital periods of historical
transition, it traces an evolution that elucidates the
history of the written word, at each step examining
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and evaluating such aspects of technologies as
memory capacity, readability and writability,
durability, recyclability, information security, ease
and mode of access, and cost. Additional attention is
paid to how these technologies were made, how
they were circulated, and who was reading them.
Provides faculty and students with a brief but
fascinating and engagingly written textbook Includes
hands-on activities and course assignments that
encourage student learning Features interesting
factoids and illustrations, making this book useful as
a text, as a professional guide, or for pleasure
reading
An accessible account of Viking warrior culture
between the eighth and eleventh centuries considers
mysteries about their identities and descendants,
sharing biographical sketches of such figures as Erik
Bloodaxe and Lief the Lucky while drawing on new
research in the fields of ritual magic, genetic
profiling, and climatology. Original.
Financial crises happen time and again in postindustrial economies—and they are extraordinarily
damaging. Building on insights gleaned from many
years of work in the banking industry and drawing on
a vast trove of data, Richard Vague argues that such
crises follow a pattern that makes them both
predictable and avoidable. A Brief History of Doom
examines a series of major crises over the past 200
years in the United States, Great Britain, Germany,
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France, Japan, and China—including the Great
Depression and the economic meltdown of 2008.
Vague demonstrates that the over-accumulation of
private debt does a better job than any other variable
of explaining and predicting financial crises. In a
series of clear and gripping chapters, he shows that
in each case the rapid growth of loans produced
widespread overcapacity, which then led to the
spread of bad loans and bank failures. This cycle,
according to Vague, is the essence of financial
crises and the script they invariably follow. The story
of financial crisis is fundamentally the story of private
debt and runaway lending. Convinced that we have it
within our power to break the cycle, Vague provides
the tools to enable politicians, bankers, and private
citizens to recognize and respond to the danger
signs before it begins again.
A delightfully illustrated history of the complex
relations between people and bears around the
world
100 Best Non Fiction Books has its origins in the
recent 2 year-long Observer serial which every week
featured a work of non fiction). It is also a companion
volume to McCrum's very successful 100 Best
Novels published by Galileo in 2015. The list of
books starts in 1611 with the King James Bible and
ends in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's The Sixth
Extinction. And in between, on this extraordinary
voyage through the written treasures of our culture
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we meet Pepys' Diaries, Charles Darwin's The Origin
of Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of
Time and a whole host of additional works.
Harvard’s acclaimed geologist “charts Earth’s
history in accessible style” (AP) “A sublime
chronicle of our planet." –Booklist, STARRED review
How well do you know the ground beneath your
feet? Odds are, where you’re standing was once
cooking under a roiling sea of lava, crushed by a
towering sheet of ice, rocked by a nearby meteor
strike, or perhaps choked by poison gases, drowned
beneath ocean, perched atop a mountain range, or
roamed by fearsome monsters. Probably most or
even all of the above. The story of our home planet
and the organisms spread across its surface is far
more spectacular than any Hollywood blockbuster,
filled with enough plot twists to rival a bestselling
thriller. But only recently have we begun to piece
together the whole mystery into a coherent narrative.
Drawing on his decades of field research and up-tothe-minute understanding of the latest science,
renowned geologist Andrew H. Knoll delivers a
rigorous yet accessible biography of Earth, charting
our home planet's epic 4.6 billion-year story. Placing
twenty first-century climate change in deep context,
A Brief History of Earth is an indispensable look at
where we’ve been and where we’re going. Features
original illustrations depicting Earth history and
nearly 50 figures (maps, tables, photographs,
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graphs).
From Kevin Brockmeier, one of this generation's most
inventive young writers, comes a striking new novel about
death, life, and the mysterious place in between. The City is
inhabited by those who have departed Earth but are still
remembered by the living. They will reside in this afterlife until
they are completely forgotten. But the City is shrinking, and
the residents clearing out. Some of the holdouts, like Luka
Sims, who produces the City’s only newspaper, are
wondering what exactly is going on. Others, like Coleman
Kinzler, believe it is the beginning of the end. Meanwhile,
Laura Byrd is trapped in an Antarctic research station, her
supplies are running low, her radio finds only static, and the
power is failing. With little choice, Laura sets out across the
ice to look for help, but time is running out. Kevin Brockmeier
alternates these two storylines to create a lyrical and haunting
story about love, loss and the power of memory.
In an introduction to the world of cognitive science, a
neurobiologist traces the evolution of the mind, from apes,
Neanderthals, and human ancestors to a burst of creativity
that began about fifty thousand years ago, suggesting that
the mind will continue to evolve, with enhanced reasoning
abilities, ethics, and other changes.
A shorter, more accessible edition of a now-classic survey of
the origin and nature of the universe features new full-color
illustrations and an expanded, easier to understand treatment
of the volume's more important theoretical concepts.
The epic story of the scientists through the ages who have
sought answers to life’s biggest mystery: How did it begin? In
this essential and illuminating history of Western science, Bill
Mesler and H. James Cleaves II seek to answer the most
crucial question in science: How did life begin? They trace the
trials and triumphs of the iconoclastic scientists who have
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sought to solve the mystery, from Darwin’s theory of
evolution to Crick and Watson’s unveiling of DNA. This
fascinating exploration not only examines the origin-of-life
question, but also interrogates the very nature of scientific
discovery and objectivity.
Official U.S. edition with full color illustrations throughout.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Yuval Noah Harari, author
of the critically-acclaimed New York Times bestseller and
international phenomenon Sapiens, returns with an equally
original, compelling, and provocative book, turning his focus
toward humanity’s future, and our quest to upgrade humans
into gods. Over the past century humankind has managed to
do the impossible and rein in famine, plague, and war. This
may seem hard to accept, but, as Harari explains in his
trademark style—thorough, yet riveting—famine, plague and
war have been transformed from incomprehensible and
uncontrollable forces of nature into manageable challenges.
For the first time ever, more people die from eating too much
than from eating too little; more people die from old age than
from infectious diseases; and more people commit suicide
than are killed by soldiers, terrorists and criminals put
together. The average American is a thousand times more
likely to die from binging at McDonalds than from being blown
up by Al Qaeda. What then will replace famine, plague, and
war at the top of the human agenda? As the self-made gods
of planet earth, what destinies will we set ourselves, and
which quests will we undertake? Homo Deus explores the
projects, dreams and nightmares that will shape the twentyfirst century—from overcoming death to creating artificial life. It
asks the fundamental questions: Where do we go from here?
And how will we protect this fragile world from our own
destructive powers? This is the next stage of evolution. This
is Homo Deus. With the same insight and clarity that made
Sapiens an international hit and a New York Times bestseller,
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Harari maps out our future.
A concise history of the last few millennia of humans
discusses such topics as the Mesoamerican calendars,
cultural expression, and the seemingly disproportionate role
of the West in shaping the modern world.
Exploring the rise and fall of global power from the midnineteenth century, this book tracks the long and interrelated
trajectories of the most serious challenges facing the world
today. Although at first the urgency of the coronavirus
outbreak in 2020 seemed to take precedence over other
global problems such as socioeconomic inequality and
climate change, it has ultimately exacerbated these issues
and created opportunities to address them boldly and
innovatively. A Brief History of Now provides a bird’s-eye
view of world hegemony, economic globalization and political
regimes as they have evolved and developed over the last
two hundred years, providing context and insights into the
forces which have shaped the Western world. Presented in
an accessible and engaging narrative, the book addresses
key contemporary challenges and explores the repercussions
of a technological revolution, the potential instability of
democracy over the coming years, and the urgent struggle to
tackle climate change. With his book, Diego Olstein helps to
answer pressing questions about our world today and
provides a roadmap for analysing future trajectories.

In this book, John C. Moore surveys the history of
universities, from their origin in the Middle Ages to the
present. Universities have survived the disruptive power
of the Protestant Reformation, the Scientific, French, and
Industrial Revolutions, and the turmoil of two world
wars—and they have been exported to every continent
through Western imperialism. Moore deftly tells this story
in a series of chronological chapters, covering major
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developments such as the rise of literary humanism and
the printing press, the “Berlin model” of universities as
research institutions, the growing importance of science
and technology, and the global wave of campus activism
that rocked the twentieth century. Focusing on significant
individuals and global contexts, he highlights how the
university has absorbed influences without losing its
central traditions. Today, Moore argues, as universities
seek corporate solutions to twenty-first-century
problems, we must renew our commitment to a higher
education that produces not only technicians, but
citizens.
When tea began to be imported into the West from China
in the 17th century, its high price and heavy taxes made
it an immediate target for smuggling and dispute at every
level, culminating in international incidents like the
notorious Boston Tea Party. This book investigates the
early history of tea.
Daniélou's powerful rebuttal to the conventional view of
India's history, which calls for a massive reevaluation of
the history of humanity • Explores historical occurrences
from each major time period starting with the first
appearance of man 30,000 years ago • Couples the
clarity and perspective of an outsider with the unique and
specific knowledge of an insider • By the internationally
recognized Hindu scholar and translator of The
Complete Kama Sutra (200,000 copies sold) Alain
Daniélou approaches the history of India from a new
perspective--as a sympathetic outsider, yet one who
understands the deepest workings of the culture.
Because the history of India covers such a long span of
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time, rather than try to create an exhaustive chronology
of dates and events, Daniélou instead focuses on
enduring institutions that remain constant despite the
ephemeral historical events that occur. His selections,
synthesis, and narration create a thoroughly engaging
and readable journey through time, with a level of detail
and comprehensiveness that is truly a marvel. Because
of the continuity of its civilization, its unique social
system, and the tremendous diversity of cultures, races,
languages, and religions that exist in its vast territory,
India is like a history museum. Its diverse groups
maintained their separate identities and never fully
supplanted the culture and knowledge of their
predecessors. Even today one may encounter in India
primitive Stone Age people whose technology has
remained at what is considered prehistoric levels. Thus
Daniélou's examination of India reveals not only the
diversity and historical events and trends of that country,
but also the history of all mankind. Through Daniélou's
history of India we learn from whence we came, what we
have discovered over the years in the fields of science,
arts, technology, social structures, religions, and
philosophical concepts, and what the future may hold for
us.
In this brief history, philosopher Nicholas White reviews
2,500years of philosophical thought about happiness.
Addresses key questions such as: What is happiness?
Shouldhappiness play such a dominant role in our lives?
How can we dealwith conflicts between the various
things that make us happy? Considers the ways in which
major thinkers from antiquity tothe modern day have
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treated happiness: from Plato’s notion ofthe harmony of
the soul, through to Nietzsche’s championingof conflict
over harmony. Relates questions about happiness to
ethics and to practicalphilosophy.
Can God create a stone too heavy for him to lift? Can
time have a beginning? Which came first, the chicken or
the egg? Riddles, paradoxes, conundrums--for millennia
the human mind has found such knotty logical problems
both perplexing and irresistible. Now Roy Sorensen
offers the first narrative history of paradoxes, a
fascinating and eye-opening account that extends from
the ancient Greeks, through the Middle Ages, the
Enlightenment, and into the twentieth century. When
Augustine asked what God was doing before He made
the world, he was told: "Preparing hell for people who
ask questions like that." A Brief History of the Paradox
takes a close look at "questions like that" and the
philosophers who have asked them, beginning with the
folk riddles that inspired Anaximander to erect the first
metaphysical system and ending with such thinkers as
Lewis Carroll, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and W.V. Quine.
Organized chronologically, the book is divided into
twenty-four chapters, each of which pairs a philosopher
with a major paradox, allowing for extended
consideration and putting a human face on the strategies
that have been taken toward these puzzles. Readers get
to follow the minds of Zeno, Socrates, Aquinas, Ockham,
Pascal, Kant, Hegel, and many other major philosophers
deep inside the tangles of paradox, looking for, and
sometimes finding, a way out. Filled with illuminating
anecdotes and vividly written, A Brief History of the
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Paradox will appeal to anyone who finds trying to answer
unanswerable questions a paradoxically pleasant
endeavor.
As humans, death—its certainty, its
inevitability—consumes us. We make it the subject of our
literature, our art, our philosophy, and our religion. Our
feelings and attitudes toward our mortality and its
possible afterlives have evolved greatly from the early
days of mankind. Collecting these views in this topical
and instructive book, W. M. Spellman considers death
and dying from every angle in the Western tradition,
exploring how humans understand and come to terms
with the end of life. Using the work of archaeologists and
paleoanthropologists, Spellman examines how
interpreting physical remains gives us insight into
prehistoric perspectives on death. He traces how
humans have died over the centuries, both in the causes
of death and in the views of actions that lead to death.
He spotlights the great philosophical and scientific
traditions of the West, which did not believe in an afterlife
or see the purpose of bereavement, while also casting
new light on the major religious beliefs that emerged in
the ancient world, particularly the centuries-long
development of Christianity. He delves into three
approaches to the meaning of death—the negation of life,
continuity in another form, and agnosticism—from both
religious and secular-scientific perspectives. Providing a
deeper context for contemporary debates over end-of-life
issues and the tension between longevity and quality of
life, A Brief History of Death is an illuminating look at the
complex ways humans face death and the dying.
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An engaging, entertaining reference to modern holidays
explains the origins of Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny,
witches, and St. Valentine's Day as it discusses holiday
traditions, celebrations, customs, and more.
A reissue of a charming little illustrated volume originally
published in 1974 which walks the reader through the
highlights of the history of the University of California.
A Brief History of Great Britain narrates the history of Great
Britain from the earliest times to the 21st century, covering
the entire island England, Wales, and Scotland as well as
associated archipelagos such as the Channel Islands, the
Orkneys, and Ireland as they have influenced British history.
The central story of this volume is the development of the
British kingdom, including its rise and decline on the world
stage. The book is built around a clear chronological political
narrative while incorporating treatment of social, economic,
and religious issues. Coverage includes: Early Settlements,
Celts, and Romans Anglo-Saxons, Scots, and Vikings
Scotland, England, and Wales Britain in the Late Middle Ages
The Making of Protestant Britain Industry and Conquest
Britain in the Age of Empire An Age of Crisis The Age of
Consensus A House Divided.
New York Times Bestseller A Summer Reading Pick for
President Barack Obama, Bill Gates, and Mark Zuckerberg
From a renowned historian comes a groundbreaking narrative
of humanity’s creation and evolution—a #1 international
bestseller—that explores the ways in which biology and history
have defined us and enhanced our understanding of what it
means to be “human.” One hundred thousand years ago, at
least six different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet
today there is only one—homo sapiens. What happened to the
others? And what may happen to us? Most books about the
history of humanity pursue either a historical or a biological
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approach, but Dr. Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mold with
this highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago
with the appearance of modern cognition. From examining
the role evolving humans have played in the global
ecosystem to charting the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates
history and science to reconsider accepted narratives,
connect past developments with contemporary concerns, and
examine specific events within the context of larger ideas. Dr.
Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last
few decades humans have begun to bend laws of natural
selection that have governed life for the past four billion
years. We are acquiring the ability to design not only the
world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us,
and what do we want to become? Featuring 27 photographs,
6 maps, and 25 illustrations/diagrams, this provocative and
insightful work is sure to spark debate and is essential
reading for aficionados of Jared Diamond, James Gleick, Matt
Ridley, Robert Wright, and Sharon Moalem.
What will planet Earth be like in twenty years? At midcentury? In the year 2100? Prescient and convincing, this
book is a must-read for anyone concerned about the future.
Never has the world offered more promise for the future and
been more fraught with dangers. Attali anticipates an
unraveling of American hegemony as transnational
corporations sever the ties linking free enterprise to
democracy. World tensions will be primed for horrific warfare
for resources and dominance. The ultimate question is: Will
we leave our children and grandchildren a world that is not
only viable but better, or in this nuclear world bequeath to
them a planet that will be a living hell? Either way, he warns,
the time to act is now.
As this most tumultuous century draws to a close, the need
for a concise and trustworthy history is clear. Recent decades
have seen the publication of American histories that are
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either bloated with unnecessary detail or infused with a
polemical purpose that undermines their authority.
InTwentieth-Century America, Thomas C. Reeves provides a
fluidly written narrative history that combines the rare virtues
of compression, inclusiveness, and balance. From
Progressivism and the New Deal right up to the present,
Reeves covers all aspects of American history, providing solid
coverage of each era without burying readers in needless
detail or trivia. This approach allows readers to grasp the
major developments and continuities of American history and
to come away with a cohesive picture of the whole of the
twentieth century. The volume stresses social and well as
political history, emphasizing the roles played by all
Americans--including immigrants, minorities, women, and
working people--and pays special attention to such topics as
religion, crime, public health, national prosperity, and the
media. Reeves is careful throughout to present both sides of
controversial subjects and yet does not leave readers
bewildered about which interpretations are most strongly
supported or where to explore these issues more thoroughly.
At the conclusion of each chapter, the author cites ten
authoritative volumes for further study. The bibliographies, as
well as the text, are refreshing in their lack of ideological bent.
"Objectivity," Reeves suggests, "is an illusive but worthy goal
for the historian." For anyone wishing to achieve a lucid
historical overview of the past 100 years, Twentieth-Century
America is the best place to start.
Here, for the first time is a brief, balanced, and up-to-date
history of Georgia from the early Indians to the twenty-first
century. Based on the most recent research, Georgia: A Brief
History surveys the people and events that shaped our state's
history in a style that reads easily and flows
effortlessly.Beginning with the earliest Indian settlements, the
story tells of first contacts between area natives and Spanish
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from Florida, British from Carolina, and James Oglethorpe
leading the effort to found a colony called Georgia. That
colony passed out of the British Empire during the American
Revolution, a conflict that was as much a civil war as a war
for independence. In the following decades, Creek and
Cherokee Indians were driven out as Georgia was
transformed into a cotton kingdom dominated by a minority of
slaveholders, who finally sought to make slavery perpetual in
a war that often pitted Georgians against each other.In the
aftermath of the Civil War the state struggled with the
consequences of the conflict, political, social, and economic.
The postwar years were highlighted by economic stagnation,
questions over the meaning of freedom, and one-party
politics. Race relations pervaded the state's history after the
Civil War until well into the twentieth century and those
struggles are traced from Reconstruction to Jim Crow to the
Civil Rights Era. In the latter half of the twentieth century, and
carrying into the twenty-first, Georgia drifted away from the
provincialism that characterized its history and moved toward
modernity.
This is a story about you. It is the history of who you are and
how you came to be. It is unique to you, as it is to each of the
100 billion modern humans who have ever drawn breath. But
it is also our collective story, because in every one of our
genomes we each carry the history of our species - births,
deaths, disease, war, famine, migration and a lot of sex. In
this captivating journey through the expanding landscape of
genetics, Adam Rutherford reveals what our genes now tell
us about human history, and what history can now tell us
about our genes. From Neanderthals to murder, from
redheads to race, dead kings to plague, evolution to
epigenetics, this is a demystifying and illuminating new
portrait of who we are and how we came to be.
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